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NEWBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Walter  Church. 

The  inspector’s  return  of  sanitary  work  done  in  this  district  in 
1888  shews  that  about  half  (1211)  of  the  premises  contained  in  it 
were  inspected,  on  one-eighth  of  which  (153)  nuisances  were 
found  to  exist  ; all  but  eight  of  these  had  been  abated  by  the 
end  of  the  year — for  details  see  Table  III.  The  greater  part  of 
the  work  was  carried  out  without  the  necessity  for  serving  formal 
notices  having  arisen  ; only  14  were  required  during  the  year, 
and  there  was  but  one  case  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  take 
proceedings  before  the  Magistrates,  viz.,  for  emptying  the  con- 
tents of  closet  cesspits  into  the  stream  at  Donnington.  A few  of 
the  matters  dealt  with  may  be  briefly  referred  to — At  Thatcham, 
complaint  having  been  made  of  the  bad  smells  arising  from  the 
sewer  ventilators,  and  serious  illness  having  occurred  in  a house 
against  which  one  of  them  was  fixed — which  was  attributed  to 
this  cause — all  the  ventilating  shafts  were  heightened  sufficiently 
to  bring  them  well  above  the  eaves  of  the  houses,  and  they  were 
provided  with  “ Banner  ” cowls — which  thus  far  appear  to  have 
answered  well  — no  further  complaints  having  been  made.  A 
small  extension  of  the  sewer  has  also  been  made  in  the  Station- 
road,  so  as  to  receive  the  sewage  from  the  manager’s  house  at 
the  gasworks,  where  a fatal  attack  of  enteric  fever  had  occurred. 
At  Crookham  Common  the  condition  of  several  old  and  dilapi- 
dated cottages  was  reported  on,  and  one  of  them  was  closed  by 
the  Board’s  order  as  unfit  for  habitation  ; one  was  ceiled  and 
boarded,  and  the  others  cleaned,  ventilated,  and  put  into  better 
order.  Another  old  and  dilapidated  cottage  was  closed  on  my 
recommendation  at  Greenham  Common.  At  Midgham  a block 
of  four  cottages  had  been  erected  on  the  foundations  and  part  of 
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the  walls  of  two  previously  existing  tenements  ; cesspit  closets 
were  provided,  which  were  so  arranged  that  the  foul  air  had  free 
access  to  the  woodhouse  and  scullery,  and  thence  to  the  rest  of 
the  house.  After  some  difficulty  these  cesspits  were  abolished, 
and  earth  closets  placed  in  lieu  of  them.  Similarly  at  Cold  Ash, 
and  at  Ashmore  Green,  earth  closets  have  replaced  foul  and 
dangerously  situated  cesspit  privies  at  two  blocks  of  cottages,  as 
advised  in  my  reports  thereon.  In  all  35  premises  have  been 
provided  with  earth  or  dry  closets  ; and  nine  samples  of  water 
have  been  submitted  to  analysis,  three  of  which  were  found  to 
be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  and  three  to  some  extent  con- 
taminated, so  as  to  be  of  doubtful  wholesomeness.  Fresh  wells 
were  provided,  or  the  existing  ones  were  cleaned  out,  and  the 
drainage  reconstructed,  or  altered  and  improved  as  required. 
The  slaughterhouses,  bakeries,  and  coAvsheds,  have  been 

regularly  inspected,  and  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition.  As 
regards  the  coAvhouses  (six  more  of  Avhich  have  been  registered), 
I have  myself  visited  a considerable  number  of  them  with  the 
inspector,  and  in  many  cases  alterations  and  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  in  accordance  Avith  my  recommendations. 

The  canal  boats  have  also  been  inspected. 

During  the  year  the  cases  of  pauper  sickness  reported  in  the 
Aveekly  returns  amounted  to  95,  of  these  12  Avere  under  five 
years  of  age.  The  only  zymotic  ” attacks  included  in  them 
Avere — three  of  Avhooping  cough  and  tAAm  of  diarrhoea  ; and  the 
amount  of  illness  of  the  same  class  throughout  the  district  has 
been  very  small. 

Small  pox  has  not  been  reported  during  the  year,  nor  has 
diphtheria. 

During  the  spring  there  Avas  a small  amount  of  measles  at 
Brimpton,  but  the  cases  Avere  scattered,  and  there  Avas  no  serious 
spread  of  the  complaint.  The  usual  steps  Avere  taken  to  stop 
school  attendance  of  children  belonging  to  infected  families. 

Scarlet  fever  made  its  appearance  early  in  the  year  at  Hamp- 
stead Marshall,  the  infection  having  probably  been  taken  in  New- 


bury ; and  also  at  Midgham  Marsh.  In  December  a child 
received  from  London  eight  days  previously  at  the  Children’s 
Home,  Cold  Ash,  had  the  complaint  ; but,  all  precautions  being 
observed  very  carefully,  there  was  not  any  spread  of  infection. 

Enteric  fever  has  been  reported  a few  times,  but  in  each 
instance  tne  attack  has  been  limited  to  one  in  the  family 
invaded.  The  first  occurred  in  March  at  Thatcham  Gasworks, 
the  manager’s  wife  having  a serious  attack,  which  ended  fatally. 
Careful  investigation  failed  to  connect  her  illness  with  any 
preceding  case  ; but  the  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a foul  and 
unsanitary  condition — the  water  supply  being  so  polluted  as  to 
be  quite  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  At  the  time  of  the  illness 
there  was  not  any  proper  drainage  ; but  subsequently  the  main 
sewer  was  extended  so  as  to  connect  the  premises  therewith,  and 
a fresh  well  was  dug,  the  water  of  which,  however,  did  not  prove 
to  be  of  good  quality.  In  April  there  was  another  case  in 
Thatcham,  but  without  traceable  connection  with  the  preceding  ; 
the  premises  generally  were  in  satisfactory  order ; but  here 
also  the  drinking  water  on  analysis  proved  unfit  for  use,  the 
closet  drain  being  within  a very  few  feet  of  the  well.  The  drains 
were  re-laid,  and  a new  well  dug.  In  June  another  case  was 
reported  at  the  Lower  Way,  Thatcham,  at  a cottage,  where  the 
mother  of  the  child  attacked  (a  girl  ii  years  old)  had  nursed  the 
patient  at  the  gashouse.  These  premises  were  in  bad  order,  there 
being  a foul  closet  some  57  feet  from  the  well,  which  was  sunk 
in  light  gravel,  and  the  scullery  sink  was  directly  connected  with 
the  cesspit.  This  attack  proved  fatal.  There  was  no  further 
spread  of  the  complaint  at  Thatcham.  In  August  another  attack 
was  notified  at  Ward’s  Buildings,  Greenham.  The  cottage  in 
which  the  case  occurred  was  one  of  a double  row  of  tenements, 
the  sanitary  arrangements  of  which  were  bad,  there  being  one 
large  cesspit  closet  for  three  of  them,  and  a row  of  ill-kept  cesspit 
closets  at  the  further  end  for  the  rest.  The  water  was  from  a 
well  within  probable  polluting  distance  of  a dead-well  which 
received  the  slops,  there  being  also  a considerable  accumulation 
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of  ashes  and  refuse.  Three  mild  cases  occurred  in  two  other 
cottages  of  this  row  ; but  all  ended  in  recovery.  I advised  the 
conversion  of  all  the  cesspits  into  earth  closets,  and  other 
necessary  works,  but,  owing  to  the  death  of  the  owner,  cleansing 
only,  and  the  removal  of  positive  nuisances  has  as  yet  been 
carried  out.  There  was  not,  however,  any  further  spread  of 
disease. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  288  in  number 
(M.  145,  F.  143),  equivalent  to  a rate  of  257  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  nearly  two 
per  1,000  below  the  “ mean  rate”  for  the  combination. 

The  registered  deaths  amounted  to  161,  to  which  must  be 
added  23  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  but  occurring  in 
public  institutions  outside,  viz.  : Union  House  16,  Moulsford 
Asylum  5,  other  places  2,  making  a total  of  184  (M.  97, 
F.  87),  being  seven  below  the  number  in  1887.  This  amounts 
to  a rate  of  16*4  per  1,000,  which  is  1*6  above  the  “ mean  rate” 
of  the  combined  districts  for  the  year. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  V that  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  did  not  exceed  36  % . This  is  10  % under  the  mean  rate, 
and  is  accounted  for  by  the  comparative  paucity  of  the  births  ; 
but  the,  mortality  among  infants  less  than  a.  twelvemonth  old 
was  only  a fraction  above  the  average  for  the  combination. 

The  “ zymotic  diseases  ” mortality  was  extremely  low — see 
Table  IV  B— the  total  being  two  deaths  each  from  enteric  fever 
and  whooping  cough,  with  one  infantde  death  from  diarrhoea, 
the  death  rate  being  only  *4  per  1,000 — one  of  the  lowest  in  the 
combined  areas,  the  mean  for  which  was  i*i — and  accounting  for 
but  27  % of  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  which  is  but  little  more 
than  a third  of  the  average  percentage  for  the  year. 

Consumption  caused  10  deaths,  or  about  two-thirds  as  many 
as  in  the  previous  year,  being  at  the  rate  of  '9  per  1,000,  or  5*4  % 
of  the  total  mortality,  and  considerably  below  the  year’s  average. 
All  but  one  of  these  deaths  (occurring  within  the  district)  were 
females  between  15  and  35, 
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On  the  other  hand,  chest  inflammations  were  exceptionally 
fatal,  accounting  for  44  deaths,  a third  of  which  occurred  among 
children  under  five  years  of  age.  Almost  a fourth — 23'9  % — of 
the  mortality  of  the  year  is  thus  accounted  for,  the  death  rate  in 
this  class  being  3*9  per  1,000.  Nearly  half  these  deaths  were 
registered  during  the  first  quarter. 

Twenty- three  deaths  were  due  to  the  wasting  and  convulsive 
diseases  of  young  children  (under  five).  Nine  of  these  occurred 
among  infants  less  than  a month  old.  This  is  at  the  rate  of 
2*0  per  1,000,  or  12*5  % of  total  deaths,  and  is  somewhat  under 
both  the  number  in  the  previous  year  and  the  average  rates 
for  1888. 

As  regards  the  mortality  occurring  at  various  groups  of  ages — 
(see  Table  V) — it  will  be  noted  that  the  deaths  between  five  and 
60  years  of  age  were  considerably  below  the  mean  rate.  That 
among  children  under  five  was  also  2*6  % less  than  the  corres- 
ponding average  for  the  year,  while  on  the  other  hand  nearly 
48  % occurred  among  persons  above  60  years  of  age,  as  against 
a mean  rate  of  38*6  for  the  combination. 

Five  inquests  only  were  held  ; four  of  which  were  on  acci- 
dental or  violent  deaths. 


NEWBURY  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Benjamin  Sargent. 

The  number  of  premises  reported  in  the  inspector’s  return  as 
having  been  inspected  by  him  during  the  past  year  is  828,  on 
61  of  which  nuisances  existed.  All  these  were  abated,  and  the 
details  are  given  in  Table  III.  No  special  sanitary  works  have 
been  carried  out,  and  the  question  of  the  system  to  be  adopted 
for  the  new  sewerage  had  not  been  finally  settled  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  I cannot  but  greatly  regret  that  this  most  important 
matter  still  remains  in  abeyance — inasmuch  as  from  the  levels 
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of  a large  portion  of  the  district,  cases  have  come  under  my 
notice  from  time  to  time,  which  it  is  impracticable  to  deal  with 
effectually,  or  indeed  with  the  sanitary  shortcomings  of  the 
whole  area  in  question,  until  the  new  sewers  are  completed  ; and, 
also,  because  of  the  large  quantity  of  crude  town  sewage  which 
at  present  passes  direct  into  the  stream  from  the  sewer  openings 
under  the  bridge,  not  without  risk  of  injury  to  the  health  of 
neighbouring  residents,  as  well  as  to  those  who  may  use  the 
fouled  water  for  drinking  purposes  at  a lower  point  in  its  course. 

The  scavenging  is  reported  as  regularly  and  thoroughly  carried 
out  in  the  town  itself,  and  although  there  is  still  a good  deal  to 
be  desired  in  this  respect  as  regards  the  removal  of  refuse  &c. 
from  some  of  the  courts,  yet  even  as  regards  these  I am  satisfied 
that  there  is  a marked  improvement  as  compared  with  the  con- 
dition of  things  only  a few  years  since. 

Seven  more  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  registered,  and 
the  bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  are  inspected  from  time  to 
time.  All  are  reported  as  well  kept,  and  there  were  only  five 
cases  of  nuisance  arising  from  them  during  the  year.  The 
piggeries  were  very  frequently  visited,  and  four  nuisances  dealt 
with,  but  the  greater  strictness  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  in 
enforcing  the  byelaws  relating  to  the  keeping  of  pigs  within  the 
district  has,  I am  glad  to  say,  greatly  diminished  their  numbers. 

The  canal  boats  passing  through  the  district  were  also  in- 
spected. 

I have  submitted  five  samples  of  drinking  water  to  analysis, 
one  of  which  was  excessively  foul,  and  two  others  so  bad  as  to  be 
unfit  for  drinking  purposes  ; only  one  was  fairly  good.  This 
was  from  a tube  well  in  Ashdown-court,  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments of  which  have  recently  been  very  greatly  improved. 

The  amount  of  pauper  sickness  reported  during  the  year  was 
as  usual  small,  viz.  53,  and  the  only  cases  of  zymotic  disease  were 
five  of  continued  fevers  and  two  of  diarrhoea. 

As  regards  the  general  zymotic  illness  occurring  in  the  district, 
tio  case  of  small  pox  has  come  to  my  knowledge ; neither  measles 
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nor  scarlet  fever  has  been  reported  ; nor  have  any  deaths  been 
registered  from  these  complaints. 

Diphtheria  proved  fatal  in  one  case  during  the  autumn  ; the 
house — a comparatively  new  one — in  Market-street,  was  in  fair 
sanitary  condition.  Only  one  child  (a  delicate  boy  of  seven 
years  of  age)  was  attacked  out  of  six,  and  there  was  nothing  to 
account  for  the  illness.  Two  fatal  attacks  of  “ croup  ” were 
registered.  One  at  least  of  these  was  probably  diphtheritic  in 
character.  There  were  also  four  infantile  deaths  from  whooping 
cough,  and  two  from  diarrhoea. 

Enteric  fever.  Although  there  has  not  been  any  serious  out- 
break of  this  disease,  cases  have  occurred  from  time  to  time 
during  the  year,  and  three  attacks  proved  fatal.  The  first  of 
these  which  was  reported  (by  the  Registrar  of  the  district)  was 
that  of  a child  who  died  at  Greenham  Mills  in  May.  There  was 
not  anything  on  the  premises  to  account  for  the  attack,  except  a 
ditch  in  a bad  state  at  the  back,  which  was  cleaned  out ; nor  was 
there  any  history  of  infection,  but  it  is  stated  to  have  been  a 
distinct  case  of  “ typhoid  ” by  the  medical  attendant. 

In  July  and  August  a group  of  cases  occurred  at  two  adjoining 
houses  in  the  urban  part  of  Stroud  Green.  The  first  was  that  of 
a young  man,  a journeyman  builder,  who  was  employed  at  the 
Union  House,  in  connection  with  some  work  at  the  large  cesspit 
there,  about  the  middle  of  July.  He  fell  ill  within  a day  or  two, 
and  had  a typical  attack,  which  proved  fatal  at  the  end  of  six 
weeks.  A sister  and  some  relatives  who  came  down  to  see  him, 
believing  the  illness  to  be  non-infectious,  were  attacked,  and 
some  members  of  the  family  living  in  the  next  house,  who  had 
also  been  there.  The  sanitary  arrangements  of  these  premises 
were  very  defective.  There  was  only  one  cesspit  closet  for 
four  cottages,  which  therefore  was  used  by  all  these  persons, 
and  the  excreta  of  the  first  patient  had  been  thrown  into 
it  without  (in  the  first  instance)  sufficient  disinfection,  as  there 
was  no  space  in  the  small  front  garden  for  burying  it.  The 
pump,  also  supplying  all  the  cottages,  was  in  a washhouse  a few 
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feet  away,  and  the  well  was  within  a short  distance.  On  analysis 
it  proved  to  be  so  polluted  as  to  be  unfit  for  drinking.  Unfortu- 
nately the  Company’s  mains  were  not  laid  in  this  locality,  and 
all  that  could  be  done  was  to  caution  the  tenants  not  to  use  the 
water,  as  such,  but  to  make  weak  tea  with  it  for  drinking 
purposes.  The  well  was,  however,  cleaned  out,  and  regular  dis- 
infection of  the  closet  performed.  About  the  same  time  another 
fatal  case  was  reported  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  There  the 
water  supply  was  good  (from  the  Company’s  mains),  and  the 
closet — an  out-doors  one — though  in  bad  condition,  discharged 
direct  into  the  stream.  No  history  of  infection  of  any  kind  could 
be  obtained,  and  there  was  not  any  other  case  in  the  house  or 
neighbourhood  at  the  time. 

A few  attacks  of  undefined  “ low  ” fever  have  been  notified 
during  the  year,  and  disinfectants  for  treatment  of  excretal 
matters  were  supplied. 

In  one  case  of  “ blood  poisoning,”  which  occurred  in  the  Old 
Road,  the  water  supply  was  fouled  to  an  excessive  degree  by 
soakage  from  an  uncemented  cesspit  closet  within  a few  feet  from 
the  well.  Here  also  it  was,  unfortunately,  not  practicable  to 
obtain  a supply  from  the  Water  Company,  as  they  declined  to 
carry  their  mains  to  the  place.  Drinking  water  is,  however,  now 
obtained  from  another  well. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  284  (M.  142, 
F.  142),  the  birth  rate  being  26*8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population — a decrease  of  nearly  4 per  i,ooo  on  that  of  the 
previous  year. 

The  total  deaths  within  the  district  amounted  to  225,  which 
being  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  17  of  those  occurring  in  the 
Union  House  and  two  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  of  persons  not 
belonging  to  the  district,  and  the  addition  of  two  previous  residents 
who  died  in  Moulsford  Lunatic  Asylum,  we  get  as  the  true 
number  210  (M.  102,  F.  108),  equivalent  to  a corrected  death 
rate  of  I9'8,  which  is  4 per  1,000  in  excess  of  that  of  1887, 
and  amounts  to  nearly  three-fourth — 73*9 — of  the  births,  mainly 
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owing  to  the  heavy  mortality  from  pulmonary  inflammations 
and  from  the  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  children. 

The  seven  chief  zymotic  complaints  accounted  in  all  for  12 
deaths,  giving  the  same  death  rate,  i‘i,  as  the  mean  of  the  com- 
bined districts  for  the  year.  I have  already  referred  to  nearly  all 
of  them. 

Consumption  was  certified  as  causing  the  deaths  of  18  persons, 
with  a rate  of  i’4,  the  ages  ranging  from  two  months  to  71  years. 

Cancer  was  recorded  as  fatal  in  15  cases,  being,  in  proportion 
to  the  population,  the  highest  of  any  district  in  the  combination 
— see  Table  IV  B. 

Fatal  lung  inflammations,  42  in  number,  occurring  chiefly  in 
the  first  four  months  of  the  year,  were  in  the  proportion  of  one- 
fifth  of  all  the  deaths,  and  the  rate  was  4*0  per  1,000. 

Wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  young  children  accounted 
for  38  deaths  ; 13  of  which  were  of  infants  less  than  a month  old. 
These  formed  i8*i  % of  the  total  mortality,  and  were  at  the 
rate  of  3’6  per  1,000,  and  they  also  occurred  mainly  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  the  inclemency  of  which  proved  deadly  to  the 
feeble,  whether  in  infancy  or  in  advanced  life. 

As  regards  the  ages  at  death — the  percentage  of  persons  dying 
between  5 and  60  years  of  age  was  nearly  4 % under  the 
average  for  the  combined  districts,  while  those  of  young  children 
and  of  persons  over  60  were  both  somewhat  in  excess — see 
Table  V — especially  among  infants  less  than  a year  old,  the 
mortality  at  this  age  being  equal  to  I7'6  % of  the  births,  and 
mainly  from  lung  inflammations,  or  from  deficient  vitality  at 
birth,  and  though  the  total  death  rate  for  the  year  was  high, 
the  increase  was  not  in  any  appreciable  degree  traceable  to  fatal 
diseases  resulting  from  special  insanitary  conditions,  but  rather 
to  those  arising  from  its  unfavourable  meteorological  character. 

Six  inquests  were  held  during  the  year  ; four  of  which  were 
on  deaths  from  accident  or  violence. 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Charles  Snell. 

The  return  of  the  inspector  of  this  district  for  1888  (Table  III) 
gives  2,240  as  the  number  of  premises  visited  by  him,  and  322 
ordinary  nuisances  are  reported  as  found  on  216  of  the  number — 
chiefly  in  Hungerford,  Ramsbury,  Great  Bedwyn,  Aldbourne,  and 
Lambourne — of  which  about  300  have  been  abated.  The  cow- 
sheds, bakehouses,  slaughterhouses,  and  piggeries  were  inspected, 
and  found  to  be  in  satisfactory  order— no  nuisances  having  been 
reported  as  existing  on  them  throughout  the  year  ; but  the 
registration  of  cowsheds  and  milkshops  has  not  as  yet  been  begun. 

I have  submitted  to  analysis  five  samples  of  water,  of  which 
one  only  was  found  seriously  polluted  ; a new  well  was  provided 
in  this  case. 

At  the  Union  House  the  plan  adopted  for  disposal  of  the 
sewage  not  working  satisfactorily,  I have  been  again  asked  to 
advise  the  Guardians  on  the  subject,  and,  although  they  have  not 
seen  their  way  to  carrying  out  all  that  I recommended,  a new 
cesspit  and  pumping  apparatus  has  been  provided, — and  the  drain 
diverted,  with  considerable  benefit. 

The  pauper  sickness  for  the  year — Table  II — amounts  to  782 
cases  ; 104  of  these  were  children  under  five  years  old,  and  there 
were  67  attacks  of  zymotic  complaints,  out  of  which  whooping 
cough  and  diarrhoea  accounted  for  50.  These  numbers  are  much 
under  those  of  1887,  owing  to  the  very  small  amount  of  measles 
and  of  whooping  cough  as  compared  with  that  of  the  previous 
year. 

As  regards  zymotic  diseases  occurring  in  the  district  generally, 
the  amount  has  been  but  small ; no  case  of  small  pox  has  come  to 
my  knowledge,  and  measles  has  only  been  reported  twice,  viz., 
at  Aldbourne  and  at  Great  Bedwyn, — no  attack  proved  fatal. 

Scarlet  fever  has  appeared  at  intervals  at  Inkpen,  Hungerford, 
Ramsbury,  Axford,  Woodhay,  and  Kintbury,  but  there  was  not 
any  traceable  connection  between  the  outbreaks,  which  were  for 
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the  most  part  very  limited  in  extent,  though  at  Axford  a nurse 
was  put  in  charge  of  the  patients  for  a few  weeks  to  prevent  the 
complaint  from  spreading.  In  one  instance  (at  Axford)  it  was 
found  that  the  water  of  a well,  condemned  some  years  since,  was 
being  used  for  drinking  purposes,  although  a fresh  supply  had 
been  provided.  There  was  no  evidence  that  this  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  outbreak,  but  the  old  well  was  filled  up.  Two 
attacks  were  fatal. 

Towards  the  end  of  1887  diphtheria  broke  out  in  Great 
Bedwyn,  and  there  was  one  death.  The  schools  were  closed,  but 
cases  continued  to  crop  up  through  January,  and  they  were  not 
re-opened  till  the  last  week  of  February.  The  weather  at  the  time 
was  exceedingly  unfavourable  and  trying,  but  there  did  not  appear 
to  be  any  other  special  cause  to  account  for  the  attacks,  which  did 
not  wholly  cease  till  March.  Two  cases  had  a fatal  termination — 
one  in  Bedwyn  and  one  at  the  Brail — both  being  infants  under 
two  years  old.  There^was,  about  the  same  time,  a fatal  case  at 
Ramsbury,  in  Blind-lane — one  of  the  least  satisfactory  places  in 
the  village — and  one  in  Mill-lane,  which  was  certified  as  caused 
by  croup.  In  May  another  death  from  diphtheria  occurred  at  a 
house  which  was  in  good  sanitary  order,  and  where  there  was 
nothing  to  account  for  the  attack — there  being  also  no  other  case 
anywhere  in  the  neighbourhood  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained. 

Whooping  cough  appeared  in  the  district  in  the  first  and 
fourth  quarters  of  the  year,  and  though  less  general  it  was  some- 
what more  fatal  than  in  1887,  causing  five  deaths. 

The  only  case  of  enteric  fever  reported  ended  in  death,  and 
occurred  at  a cottage  in  the  Marsh,  Hungerford,  a locality  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  which  has  been  referred  to  on 
previous  occasions,  and  where  there  were  a few  attacks  of  the 
same  complaint  in  the  previous  year. 

All  the  diarrhoea  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge  occurred 
among  the  pauper  sick,  and  no  attack  proved  fatal. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  494  (M.  226, 
F.  268),  being  ii  fewer  than  in  1887,  and  at  the  estimated  rate 


of  29*6  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  district  at  the  middle 
of  the  year.  This  rate  is,  however,  2*3  above  the  “mean’’  for 
the  combination — see  Tables  IV  and  V. 

The  registered  deaths  amounted  to  295,  and,  with  the  addition 
of  two  persons  belonging  to  the  district  who  died  in  Reading 
Hospital,  to  297  (M.  116,  F.  18 1),  the  rate  per  1,000  being  14*8, 
which  is  precisely  the  average  for  the  year — see  Tables  IV  b, 
and  V.  The  deaths  were  exactly  50  % of  the  births,  and  the 
mortality  of  children  dying  in  their  first  year  was  only  9*1  of  the 
same,  while  the  percentage  of  deaths  at  all  ages  occurring  under 
five  years  did  not  exceed  23*1  %.  On  the  other  hand,  112 
deaths,  or  45 ’8  % of  the  whole,  were  of  persons  over  60  years 
of  age,  three  fourths  of  whom  were  above  70,  while  nearly  a third 
had  passed  their  eightieth,  and  five  their  ninetieth  birthday. 

Less  than  a third  of  the  total  deaths,  therefore,  occurred  be- 
tween the  ages  of  5 and  of  60  years. 

This  district  has  shared  in  the  general  lowness  of  zymotic 
mortality  during  the  year.  Only  13  deaths  in  all  were  occasioned 
by  this  class  of  diseases,  being  at  the  very  low  rate  of  7 per  1,000, 
which  is  somewhat  under  the  mean  rate  for  the  combination. 

Consumption  also  accounts  for  but  13  deaths— with  the  same 
rate — the  proportion  to  the  deaths  from  all  causes  being  only 
5‘3  % — see  Table  VI.  Three-fourths  of  these  deaths  were  of 
persons  under  30. 

Pulmonary  inflammations  proved  fatal  to  a much  larger  extent, 
causing  48  deaths,  a fourth  of  which  were  among  young  children, 
with  a death  rate  of  2*9  per  1,000,  being  19*4  ^ of  the  total 
mortality. 

Thirty  deaths  were  due  to  the  wasting  and  convulsive  com- 
plaints of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  the  rate  being  i’8,  or 
I2‘2  ^ of  those  from  all  causes,  and  below  the  “ mean  ” for  the 
year. 

Of  the  eight  inquests  held  during  the  year  half  were  on  deaths 
from  violence.  The  remainder  were,  three  from  natural  causes, 
and  one  from  intemperance. 
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ABINGDON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Edward  Mudd. 

The  inspector’s  annual  return  for  this  district — see  Table  III — 
giv^es  1,309  as  the  number  of  premises  inspected,  on  324  of  which 
nuisances  were  discovered  ; all  but  20  of  these  had  been  abated 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  About  half  of  them  related  to  foul 
closets  and  drains  ; nearly  40  to  animals  improperly  kept  ; 22  to 
impure  and  defective  water  supply,  and  the  same  number  to  foul 
and  dilapidated  houses,  five  of  which  were  closed  as  unfit  for 
habitation. 

Nine  samples  of  drinking  water  were  submitted  to  analysis  on 
account  of  illness  supposed  to  result  from  their  use,  or  for  their 
liability  to  fouling  ; only  one-third  of  them  proved  to  be  of  fairly 
good  quality  (one  being  from  the  recently  constructed  dipping 
place  at  Sunningwell,  the  supply  of  which  comes  from  Boar’s 
Hill),  and  five  were  so  polluted  as  not  to  be  fit  for  drinking 
purposes.  Three  wells  were  ordered  to  be  closed,  and  seven  to 
be  cleaned  out. 

At  Boar’s  Hill,  as  a beginning  had  been  made  to  erect  villa 
residences,  and  a considerable  area  was  already  lotted  out  for 
building  purposes,  I reported  to  the  Authority  as  to  the  great 
importance  of  at  once  obtaining  an  extension  of  their  Urban 
powers  so  as  to  control  such  building,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
hill  is  the  gathering  ground  for  the  water  supply  of  the  town  of 
Abingdon,  and  also  for  some  parts  of  the  rural  district  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. The  hill  is  on  the  lower  greenstone  formation,  the  hard 
rock  alternating  with  loose  sand  and  boulders  in  stratified  layers 
at  a sharp  angle,  thus  permitting  any  soakage  from  drains  and  cess- 
pits readily  to  reach  the  water  layers  ; and  I found  on  examination 
of  the  locality  that  already  the  water  in  one  of  the  old  ‘‘  dipping 
places  ” on  the  hill  had  become  so  fouled  by  drainage  as  to  be 
hardly  usable.  The  Authority,  in  order  to  prevent  what  would 
soon  have  undoubtedly  become  a grave  danger  to  the  health  of 
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that  part  of  the  district,  resolved  to  apply  for  such  powers,  which 
have  been  granted  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they 
will  thus  be  enabled  to  deal  with  the  matter  before  any  serious 
harm  has  been  done. 

At  Clifton  Hampden  the  question  of  the  flow  of  farmyard 
drainage  into  the  River  Thames  has  again  cropped  up  on  the 
complaint  of  the  Conservators,  and  the  necessary  orders  were 
served  to  obtain  its  discontinuance,  the  rainfall  being  separated 
from  the  sewage,  which  last  is  dealt  with  on  the  farms. 

At  Steventon  the  old  standing  complaint  with  regard  to  the 
closet  arrangements  at  Timsbury-place  has  been  dealt  with,  and 
I have  found  the  new  earth  closets  fairly  well  kept.  The  houses 
in  question  have  been  built  on  such  a shallow  strip  of  ground 
that  they  have  hardly  any  back  yards,  and  the  contents  of  the 
pails  have  to  be  taken  to  some  distance  to  the  allotment  gardens 
belonging  to  them,  at  very  short  intervals  to  prevent  nuisance. 

The  returns  of  pauper  sickness  during  the  year  included  495 
cases,  being  an  increase  of  130  on  the  number  for  1887,  and 
nearly  double  that  of  the  previous  year.  One  hundred  and  ten 
were  children  under  five  years  of  age.  Zymotic  complaints 
accounted  for  76,  being  for  the  most  part  attacks  of  measles, 
scarlet  fever,  and  diarrhoea — see  Table  II. 

There  has  been  in  this,  as  in  most  of  the  other  districts  of  the 
combination,  comparatively  little  serious  illness  of  a zymotic 
character  during  the  year.  No  case  of  small  pox  has  been 
reported,  and  although  measles  has  appeared  at  Appleton, 
Sunningwell,  and  Bayworth,  and  German  measles  at  Steventon, 
the  outbreaks  were  very  mild,  and  no  attack  was  fatal.  At 
Bayworth  the  schools  were  closed  for  a time. 

Scarlet  fever  also  appeared  in  the  same  villages,  as  also  at 
Wootton,  Baldon,  Milton,  Cumnor,  and  Hinksey.  The  attacks 
were  neither  severe  nor  numerous,  but  they  continued  to  crop 
up  from  time  to  time  in  the  different  places  named  from  February 
till  late  in  the  year.  Disinfection  and  the  isolation  of  the  infected 
were  carried  out  as  far  as  practicable  in  all  known  cases.  The 
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infection  was  in  a few  instances  traceable  to  Abingdon,  and  in 
one  to  Oxford,  but  in  several  cases  there  was  no  clue  to  the 
channel  by  which  it  was  conveyed. 

Till  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  had  come 
to  my  knowledge  in  the  district,  but  early  in  November  there 
was  an  outbreak  at  Sutton-Courtney,  and  Appleford,  which, 
though  limited  to  a very  few  houses,  was  exceptionally  fatal  in 
its  results,  and  1,  therefore,  briefly  give  the  facts  relating  to  the 
attacks.  As  regards  the  first  two  cases  there  was  absolutely  no 
trace  of  evidence  to-  connect  them  with  infection  from  any 
previous  one,  and,  with  one  exception,  the  attacks  occurred  in 
three  out  of  five  cottages  (arranged  on  two  sides  of  a square) 
standing  a little  way  back  from  the  village  street,  a good  deal  shut 
in  by  trees  and  buildings,  and  on  low  lying  ground  on  the  river 
gravels  overlying  the  gault  formation.  As  there  had  been  much 
rain,  and  the  subsoil  is  very  retentive,  the  ground  water  was  near 
the  surface,  the  whole  place  sodden  with  wet,  and  the  cottages 
were  very  damp.  The  first  attack  commenced  November  12th  ; 
the  patient,  a girl  of  12,  had  not  been  away  from  the  village  ; 
had  not  been  exposed  to  any  kind  of  infection  ; there  had  not 
been  scarlet  fever  or  even  ordinary  sore  throat  in  the  place,  and 
the  only  special  insanitary  condition  present  was  the  excessive 
damp  just  referred  to.  A medical  man  was  called  in  on  the 
fourth  day,  and  she  died,  after  a week’s  illness,  on  the  1 9th.  The 
two  remaining  children  in  this  family  (respectively  four  and 
nine  years  old)  fell  ill  on  the  day  of  her  death  and  the  one 
following,  and  they  both  died,  after  a week’s  and  a fortnight’s 
illness  respectively.  In  the  meantime  another  fatal  attack  had 
occurred  at  a solitary  farmhouse  in  Appleford  field,  about  a 
mile  from  the  cottage  and  in  a direct  line  with  it,  with  no 
houses  or  trees  between,  but  lying  to  windward  of  Sutton 
as  the  prevailing  wind  was  at  the  time.  This  patient  was 
an  imbecile  woman,  who  had  not  been  from  home,  or  in 
company  with  any  person  out  of  her  own  family,  all  of  whom 
were  in  good  health,  but  her  husband  had  been  in  the  field 
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with  the  father  of  the  girl  first  attacked  (both  being  farm 
labourers)  two  days  prior  to  the  supposed  commencement  of  the 
girl’s  illness.  At  this  farmhouse  the  sanitary  conditions  were 
fairly  good  ; it  was  not  in  any  way  shut  in,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
fully  exposed  on  all  sides.  The  woman  was  taken  ill  November 
14th,  and  died  on  the  19th,  her  attack  being,  like  that  of  the 
girl,  a typical  one.  The  next  case  occurred  at  Sutton,  and  ended 
favourably,  the  patient,  a young  woman  living  in  one  of  the 
three  cottages  already  referred  to,  had  exposed  herself  to  direct 
infection  by  taking  flowers  to  and  going  into  the  house  where 
the  girl  lay  dead.  Then  followed  a series  of  attacks  in  the  next 
cottage,  a very  old  and  damp  one  much  out  of  repair,  which  was 
occupied  by  an  exceedingly  large  family  nearly  related  to  the  one 
first  invaded.  One  of  the  daughters,  aged  18,  fell  ill  on  December 
5th,  and  died  on  the  loth.  The  younger  children  were  sent 
away  from  the  house  temporarily,  but  they  had  to  return  after 
a few  days  (on  the  17th),  the  house  and  its  contents  having  been 
in  the  meantime  fumigated  and  disinfected  as  thoroughly  as  was 
practicable,  and  two  of  them  were  taken  ill  on  the  25th  and  26th, 
one  of  whom  died  subsequently.*  Careful  enquiry  was  made 
into  all  the  circumstances  attending  this  ourbreak,  but  with  the 
exception  of  the  saturation  of  the  soil,  the  dampness  of  the 
cottages,  and  the  want  of  free  movement  of  the  air  caused  by  the 
trees  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  nothing  was  discovered 
which  threw  any  light  on  its  cause.  The  outbreak  was  absolutely 
limited  to  these  three  cottages,  and  there  Avas  no  attack,  even  of 
a mild  character,  in  any  other  part  of  the  village. 

No  outbreaks  of  whooping  cough  have  been  notified,  but  two 
deaths  were  registered  from  it  during  the  year. 

A few  mild  attacks  of  enteric  fever  were  reported.  One  of 
these  occurred  at  a dairy  farm  at  Sugworth,  where  on  examina- 
tion the  sanitary  arrangements  were  found  to  be  bad,  and  the 

* Early  in  i88g  there  were  four  additional  attacks  in  this  cottage.,  and  one  in  the 
cottage  where  the  first  case  occurred ; two  of  these  terminated fatally.  The  children 
were  ill-nourished  and  weakly. 
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water  supply  (on  analysis)  so  polluted  as  to  be  unfit  for  use.  The 
same  conditions  obtained  at  a small  group  of  cottages  at  Apple- 
ford  where  there  were  a few  cases,  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  two  attacks  at  the  lock-keeper’s  cottage,  Abing- 
don, where  also  impure  water  was  in  use  for  drinking  purposes. 
In  neither  of  these  was  any  evidence  of  specific  infection  obtain- 
able. The  only  death  certified  as  caused  by  the  complaint  was 
that  of  an  infant  two  years  old. 

There  were  not  any  deaths  from  diarrhoea. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  361  (M.  187, 
F.  174),  being  at  the  rate  of  26*8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population,  and  considerably  under  the  corresponding  rates  for 
the  two  preceding  years. 

The  registered  deaths  were  196,  which  by  correction  for  deaths 
in  the  Union  House  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district,  and 
the  addition  of  two  former  residents  who  died  in  Moulsford 
Lunatic  Asylum,  gives  187  (M.  92,  F.  95)  as  the  right  number, 
equal  to  a rate  of  13*8  per  1,000,  the  lowest  yet  attained  in  the 
district,  and  i per  1,000  under  the  “ mean  ” of  the  year  for  the 
entire  combination — see  Table  V.  The  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  was  48  % , and  the  mortality  among  infants  less  than  a 
year  old  was  only  10  % of  the  total  births,  including  in  this 
number  eleven  infants  who  survived  their  birth  less  than  a week. 
On  the  other  hand,  68  deaths,  or  36  of  those  occurring  at  all 
ages  were  of  persons  above  60  years  old,  and  almost  two-thirds  of 
the  total  mortality  is  thus  accounted  for,  and  by  the  deaths  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age. 

The  entire  mortality  from  zymotic  complaints  amounted  only 
to  10,  half  of  which  resulted  from  the  diphtheritic  outbreak 
already  referred  to.  The  death  rate  for  these  diseases  was  ‘8  per 
1,000  living — see  Table  VI — equivalent  to  5 ‘3  % of  the  deaths 
from  all  causes. 

Consumption  occasioned  14  deaths,  mostly  of  persons  under  30, 
being  7’5  % of  the  whole,  and  at  the  rate  of  i‘0  per  1,000. 

Lung  inflammations,  ^^c.,  account  for  26  deaths,  10  of  which 
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were  of  young  children.  These  occurred  chiefly  in  the  first  and 
fourth  quarters  of  the  year,  and  were  14  ^ of  the  total  mortality, 
and  at  the  rate  of  1*9  per  1,000.  All  these  three  rates  are  below 
the  corresponding  “ means  ” for  the  year — see  Table  V. 

Thirty-two  deaths  were  due  to  wasting  and  convulsive 
diseases  of  children,  including  those  of  ii  feeble  infants  who  lived 
less  than  a week  ; 1 7 ^ of  the  entire  deaths  are  thus  accounted 
for,  and  the  rate  per  1,000  was  2*4,  which  is  nearly  the  average 
one  of  the  year. 

Half  of  the  16  inquests  held  during  the  year  were  on  deaths 
from  “ natural  causes  the  remainder  on  those  from  accidental 
violence,  drowning,  and  suicide. 


ABINGDON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  George  Winship. 

During  the  past  year  106  premises  are  reported  by  the  inspector 
of  this  district  as  having  been  inspected  ; on  only  four  of  these 
were  nuisances  detected,  which  have  been  abated  ; but  although 
the  state  of  matters  as  regards  positive  and  ordinary  “ nuisances  ” 
is  satisfactory,  it  has  again  been  necessary  for  the  Authority  to 
seriously  consider  the  question  of  sewer  ventilation  and  flushing, 
with  special  reference  to  the  state  of  the  house  drains,  and  the 
provision  of  proper  means  of  flushing  them,  so  that  the  sewage 
shall  not  be  retained  there  until  it  stagnates  and  becomes 
offensive,  before  reaching  the  public  sewers.  This  matter  has 
been  very  carefully  gone  into  by  the  inspector,  and  a detailed 
examination  of  the  whole  sewer  system  and  of  the  premises  con- 
nected therewith  was  made  by  him,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
out  of  nearly  1,300  premises,  little  more  than  a third  had  a water 
supply  from  the  mains  of  the  Corporation  ; the  provision  for  the 
proper  flushing  of  the  closets  and  house  drains  being  in  a large 
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number  of  instances  nil,  or  exceedingly  insufficient.  I also  went 
carefully  into  this  question,  and  satisfied  myself  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  state  of  things,  the  public  sewers  largety  received 
stale  instead  of  fresh  sewage,  and  the  foul  air  with  which  they 
were  thus  charged  escaped  from  the  street  ventilating  openings, 
becoming  a source  of  danger  to  health.  Having  reported  to  the 
Authority  in  this  sense,  and  pointed  out  the  necessity  that  there 
was  for  dealing  with  it  generally,  they  resolved  to  serve  notices 
on  the  owners  of  those  premises  where  no  flushing  arangements 
existed  requiring  them  to  provide  the  same  forthwith,  as  in 
default  of  compliance  they  would  themselves  do  the  work,  and 
recover  the  cost  in  the  usual  way.  In  accordance  with  this  notice 
46  owners  of  property  in  the  district  have  had  services  from  the 
town  mains  laid  on,  making  a total  up  to  the  close  of  the  year 
of  262,  many  of  which  supply  several  houses. 

As  regards  the  cleansing  of  the  main  sewers,  each  of  the  nine 
automatic  flushing  tanks  discharges  above  5,000  gallons  of  water 
daily  during  the  summer  months,  and  in  the  localities  which  are 
not  thus  supplied,  flushing,  to  the  extent  of  about  400  gallons  at 
each  point,  is  performed  twice  a week,  and  in  some  places  daily. 
This  thorough  and  regular  flushing, — amounting  to  nearly 
50,000  gallons  daily  (a  quantity  increased  by  10,000  gallons 
twice  a week),  is  the  more  required,  because  some  of  the  sewers 
receive  so  small  a quantity  of  sewage,  or  are  laid  at  such  a 
gradient,  that  they  are  in  no  sense  “ self-cleansing.” 

The  cowhouses  and  milkshops  (of  which  the  registered  number 
is  16)  have  been  inspected,  and  are  in  fairly  good  order.  The 
slaughterhouses  and  bakehouses  are  kept  very  well,  and  there  is 
an  improvement  as  regards  the  piggeries. 

The  canal  boats,  of  which  there  are  now  14  on  the  register, 
are  also  reported  as  being  in  a proper  condition. 

Complaint  having  been  made  of  offensive  smells  coming  from  a 
ditch  by  the  gasworks,  which  discharged  into  the  Stert  stream, 
the  locality  was  examined,  and  a pipe  was  found  which  conveyed 
foul  liquor  into  it  from  the  works.  Samples  were  sent  to  me  for 
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examination  and  report ; but  proceedings  were  not  taken,  the 
nuisance  having  been  promptly  discontinued. 

The  return  of  pauper  sickness  for  1888  includes  168  cases, 
37  of  which  were  of  children  under  five  years  old,  there  being  but 
10  attacks  of  zymotic  disease — with  one  exception  whooping 
cough  and  diarrhoea  (Table  II).  There  was  a considerable  pre- 
valence of  the  first  named  complaint  in  the  district  during  the 
second  quarter,  resulting  in  the  deaths  of  five  infants  ; but  with 
this  exception,  and  a few  isolated  attacks  of  scarlet  fever,  con- 
tinued fever,  and  diarrhoea,  it  has  been  almost  entirely  free  from 
this  class  of  diseases  throughout  the  year. 

In  connection  with  the  fever  and  diarrhoea  cases  three  samples 
of  suspected  drinking  waters  were  submitted  to  analysis.  One  of 
them  proved  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  and  another  was 
of  doubtful  quality,  the  third  being  fairly  good. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  149  (M.  72,  F.  77), 
being  32  fewer  than  in  the  preceding  one,  and  at  the  rate  of 
26'3  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  deaths  occurring 
within  the  district  were  115  in  number,  to  which  10  have  to  be 
added  of  previous  residents  dying  outside  its  boundary  in  the 
Union  House,  giving  a corrected  total  of  125  (M.  56,  F.  69), 
equivalent  to  the  exceptional  rate  of  22* i per  1,000,  the  highest 
attained  during  the  last  10  years.  It  must,  however,  be  pointed 
out  that  fully  three-fourths  of  this  mortality  was  amongst 
children,  or  persons  over  60  years  of  age,  and  that  the  seven  chief 
zymotic  diseases  accounted  for  only  seven  deaths,  viz.,  five  from 
whooping  cough  and  two  from  diarrhoea,  or  5-6  % of  those  from 
all  causes,  being  at  the  yearly  rate  of  1*2  per  1,000— see  Table  VI. 

Fatal  pulmonary  inflammations,  half  of  which  were  infantile, 
and  the  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  children,  each  occa- 
sioned 20  % of  the  entire  mortality,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  4^4 
per  1,000  for  each  group  of  diseases.  Consumption  was  also 
unusually  fatal,  accounting  for  ii-2  % of  this  year’s  deaths,  and 
being  at  the  rate  of  2-5  per  1,000.  Two-thirds  of  the  persons 
dying  from  this  disease  were  females  under  35  years  of  age. 
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All  these  three  groups  are  largely  in  excess  of  the  usual  average 
for  the  district,  the  increase  being,  doubtless,  due  to  the  very 
trying  weather  which  characterised  the  Avhole  year. 

Only  three  inquests  were  held,  two  of  which  were  on  deaths 
from  unspecified  ‘‘  natural  causes.” 


WALLINGFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Samuel  C.  Johns. 

Of  the  514  premises  which  are  reported  by  the  inspector  as 
visited  by  him  during  the  past  year  224  were  examined  in  detail, 
and  nuisances  were  found  on  93,  all  but  one  of  which  were 
abated  at  its  close — formal  notices  being  required  in  six  instances 
only.  The  nuisances  dealt  with  were  of  the  ordinary  kind — see 
Table  III. 

The  number  of  registered  cowhouses  is  the  same  as  last  year. 
These  as  well  as  the  slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  have  been 
inspected,  and  found  in  satisfactory  condition. 

At  Newington  the  question  of  deficient  water  supply  has  again 
been  brought  by  me  under  the  notice  of  the  Authority,  but  the 
principal  landowner  objecting  to  what  was  proposed  on  the 
ground  that  after  some  expenditure  he  did  not  find  it  practicable 
to  provide  a^ fresh  supply  at  a reasonable  cost,  they  decided  not 
to  press  the  matter. 

At  Dorchester  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  several  premises 
was  reported  on,  the  drains  being  of  dry  brick  only,  and 
dangerously  near  the  well,  and  the  closet  accommodation 
insufficient  or  foul. 

At  Warborough  I have  reported  in  detail  on  the  old  standing 
complaint  of  fouling  the  ditch  at  the  side  of  the  main  road  by 
slop  drainage  from  the  houses  adjoining,  which,  at  last,  has  been 
effectually  remedied  as  regards  all  the  premises  but  one.  The 
drainage  has  been  cut  off,  and  properly  constructed  dead  wells 
provided  for  its  reception. 
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The  question  of  the  water  supply  of  houses  at  Winterbrook 
has  also  come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Authority,  some 
samples  having  been  found  more  or  less  unsatisfactory  when 
analysed.  A proposal  was  made  to  extend  the  mains  belonging 
to  the  Urban — by  arrangement  with  the  Rural  Authority,  so  as 
to  furnish  a good  and  wholesome  supply,  but  altimately  it  was 
not  carried  out. 

At  Hagbourne  a case  of  overcrowding  was  reported  on,  the 
cottage  and  surrounding  premises  being  also  in  a foul  and  almost 
ruinous  condition, — two  families,  including  four  adults  and  six 
children  from  i6  years  of  age  downwards,  having  only  two  very 
small  sleeping  rooms.  The  overcrowding  had  been  abated  and 
the  premises  put  into  better  order  when  I revisited  them. 

Four  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted  to  analysis  ; two  of 
these  were  taken  in  connection  with  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in 
a house  of  the  better  class,  and  both  proved  fairly  good.  The 
other  two  were  respectively  “indifferent”  and  “bad.”  In  the 
latter  case  a new  well  was  provided,  and  in  the  other  the  sanitary 
arrangements  were  entirely  remodelled. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  pauper  sickness  reported  during 
the  year  was  only  76,  13  of  these  being  children  under  five  years 
of  age,  and  there  were  but  two  attacks  of  zymotic  complaints 
among  them — see  Table  II. 

The  amount  of  zymotic  disease  reported  in  the  district 
generally  was  also  exceedingly  small — five  deaths  only  being  due 
thereto,  viz.,  one  each  from  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  and  diarrhoea, 
with  two  from  whooping  cough. 

Neither  small  pox  nor  measles  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Early  in  the  year  diphtheria  appeared  in  an  isolated  residence 
of  the  better  class,  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  which,  though 
not  in  all  respects  good,  were  fairly  satisfactory  in  most.  No 
suspicion  could  be  attached  to  the  milk  supply,  and  the  water, 
on  analysis  of  samples  from  the  two  wells  on  the  premises, 
proved  to  be  exceedingly  good  as  to  one,  while  the  other  was 
“ fair.”  Enquiry  in  the  neighbouring  village  shewed  that  there 
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was — and  had  been  no  case  of  the  disease  there,  nor  indeed  any 
ordinary  sore  throat  beyond  what  might  be  looked  for  in  so 
trying  a season.  There  were  several  attacks  in  the  house,  but 
only  one  proved  fatal,  and  there  was  not  any  spread  of  infections. 

Scarlet  fever  was  reported  in  January  at  Bensington,  in  a 
cottage  occupied  by  two  families ; there  was  no  history  of 
infection  to  be  made  out,  and  only  two  attacks  occurred.  A 
month  later  the  complaint  appeared  in  a cottage  at  Shillingford, 
and  in  one  at  Hagbourne,  at  the  other  end  of  the  district.  In 
neither  instance  was  there  any  evidence  as  to  how  infection  was 
taken  ; but  the  nurse  at  the  Shillingford  case  took  the  complaint 
mildly,  and  infected  one  of  her  own  (six)  children  at  Warborough. 
It  did  not,  however,  spread  further.  In  the  middle  of  the  year  a 
girl  came  from  London  to  East  Hagbourne  on  a visit  while 
sickening  for  her  attack,  which  proved  fatal ; another  child  in  the 
house  took  the  disease,  but  it  did  not  go  beyond. 

At  the  close  of  November  there  was  a small  group  of  mild 
attacks  at  Dorchester  in  two  cottages,  and  one  at  Bensington. 
The  origin  of  none  of  these  cases  could  be  traced,  but  the  last 
was  that  of  a man  taken  ill  while  lodging  in  the  Abingdon 
district  at  Burcott  (where,  however,  there  had  not  been  any 
cases  of  the  disease),  and  who  was  brought  home  to  his  family 
at  Bensington. 

In  the  whole  of  these  little  outbreaks  careful  precautions 
were  enforced  with  success. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  305  in  number 
(M.  145,  F.  165),  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
being  27’3,  or  about  the  ‘‘mean  ” of  the  sanitary  combination. 

The  total  deaths  in  the  district  were  174,  but  of  this  number 
41  occurred  amongst  the  inmates  of  Moulsford  Lunatic  Asylum, 
and  only  one  of  the  number  was  a previous  resident  in  the 
district.  Deducting  these  from  the  “ gross  ” return,  and  adding 
17  deaths  of  former  residents  who  died  in  Wallingford  Union 
House  and  the  Cottage  Hospital,  we  have  as  the  corrected 
number  15 1 (M.  79,  F.  72),  equal  to  a rate  of  13*5  per  1,000, 
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which  is  I ’3  below  the  average  of  the  year,  and  the  lowest  as  yet 
reached  in  this  district ; there  being  a reduction  of  nearly  7 per 
1,000 on  that  of  the  year  preceding  (see  Table  I),  when,  however, 
there  was  a heavy  mortality  among  the  old.  It  will  be  seen  in 
Table  V that  the  deaths  were  something  less  than  half  as 
numerous  (497  %)  as  the  births,  to  which  the  deaths  of  children 
less  than  a year  old  were  in  the  low  proportion  of  8 9 %. 

I have  already  referred  to  the  very  small  number  of  deaths 
from  zymotic  diseases—  five  in  all — being  only  3*3  % of  the  deaths 
from  all  causes,  and  at  the  extremely  low  rate  of  *5  per  1,000, 
which  is  less  than  half  the  mean  rate  for  the  year. 

Consumption  accounts  for  20  deaths,  evenly  divided  as  to  sex, 
14  of  the  number  being  between  30  and  60  years  of  age.  They 
were  13*3  % of  the  mortality  from  all  causes,  and  at  the  rate  of 
1*8  per  1,000.  In  Table  VI  it  will  be  seen  that  these  rates  are 
in  excess  of  the  year’s  average. 

Pulmonary  inflammations  occasioned  25  deaths,  one-third 
being  among  young  children,  and  more  than  half  of  them 
occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Their  percentage  of 
the  total  mortality  was  16*5  and  the  rate  per  1,000  living — 2*2. 

Twenty  deaths  were  due  to  the  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases 
of  young  children,  being  exactly  the  same  as  the  mortality  from 
consumption,  and  only  two-thirds  of  the  corresponding  numbers 
in  1887. 

Twelve  inquests  were  held  during  the  year — half  on  deaths 
from  accidental  violence  or  suicide,  the  remainder  being  sudden 
deaths  from  ‘‘natural  causes,”  chiefly  heart  disease. 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Samuel  C.  Johns. 

In  this  district  212  of  the  289  premises  inspected  during  the  past 
year  have  been  examined  in  detail,  and  nuisances  were  found  to 
exist  on  56,  all  of  which  have  been  abated — see  Table  III. 
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The  question  of  the  discharge  of  sewage  from  the  adjoining 
tenements  into  the  stream  in  the  Kine  Croft,  from  whence  it 
passed  direct  into  the  Thames,  has  been  again  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Authorities  by  the  Conservators  of  the  river,  and 
on  fresh  examination  of  the  locality  being  made  by  the  inspector 
and  myself,  it  appeared  that  such  discharge  still  occurred  from 
a little  over  40  premises  ; but  in  very  few  instances  was  there 
evidence  of  overflow  from  privy  cesspits  entering  it,  although  a 
good  many  of  the  closets  are  very  close  to  the  brook.  Nearly  all 
the  connections  have  now  been  cut  off,  and  (pending  the  adop- 
tion of  a proper  drainage  scheme  for  dealing  with  the  town 
sewage),  dead  wells  have  been  provided  on  the  respective  premises 
to  receive  the  slops  ; but  as  the  borough  mains  now  furnish  the 
drinking  water  of  practically  all  the  town  (standpipes  having 
been  put  up  wherever  it  was  necessary,  for  the  use  of  the  smaller 
houses  where  there  is  not  a regular  service  laid  on),  there  is  not 
now  the  same  danger  to  the  public  health  from  the  consequent 
probable  fouling  of  the  old  wells  which  there  would  otherwise 
have  been. 

Only  nine  cases  of  pauper  sickness  (all  adults)  were  entered 
in  the  year’s  returns,  and  none  of  them  were  attacks  of  zymotic 
complaints. 

The  only  outbreak  of  zymotic  disease  notified  during  the  year 
was  one  of  whooping  cough,  which  resulted  in  three  infantile 
deaths,  and  on  account  of  which  the  elementary  schools  were 
closed  for  a time.  Two  deaths  are  also  recorded  from  diarrhoea, 
but  these  five  were  the  total  zymotic  mortality  of  the  year,  and, 
the  district  being  such  a small  one,  they  were  equivalent  to  a 
death  rate  of  1*9  per  1,000  of  the  population,^or  to  8 ’3  % of  the 
deaths  from  all  causes. 

The  deaths  registered  during  the  twelve  months  were  77,  but 
24  of  these  were  in  the  Union  House,  of  which  10  only  belong  to 
the  Urban  district,  and  but  one,  of  the  five  that  occurred  in  the 
Cottage  Hospital.  The  death  of  one  former  resident  in  the  town 
who  died  in  Moulsford  Lunatic  Asylum  has  to  be  added,  and  the 
corrected  number  is,  therefore,  60  (M.  28,  F.  32). 
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The  registered  births  amounted  to  71  (M.  31,  F.  4c),  and  the 
year’s  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  were,  births  27*8,  and 
deaths  23*5 — equivalent  to  84*5  % of  the  births,  to  which  the 
deaths  of  infants  less  than  a year  old  were  in  the  proportion  of 
14*1  % — see  Tables  V and  VI. 

Consumption  (and  cancer  also)  occasioned  four  deaths,  being 
a little  less  than  7 ^ of  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  and  at  the 
rate  of  i*6  per  1,000. 

Lung  inflammations  and  the  wasting  diseases  of  young  children 
accounted  respectively  for  nearly  17  ^ and  15  ^ of  the  entire 
mortality,  the  rates  being  3*9  and  3*5  per  1,000. 

Three  inquests  were  held — two  on  deaths  from  accident,  and 
one  from  “ natural  causes.” 


BRADFIELD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Sub-District  I. — Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Bunce. 

,,  II.  ,,  ,,  Mr.  James  Ford. 

In  No.  i sub-district  the  number  of  premises  inspected  in  1888 
was  445,  and  of  this  number  56  were  inspections  in  detail. 
Nuisances  were  found  to  exist  on  176,  of  which  158  were  abated 
by  the  end  of  the  year — Table  III.  Over  80  referred  to  foul 
closets  and  drains  ; about  40  to  foul  or  dilapidated  houses — three 
being  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  30  to  animals  improperly 
kept. 

At  Mortimer  the  discharge  of  the  sewage  from  33  houses  into 
the  watercourse — which  was  referred  to  in  my  report  for  the 
previous  year,  has  been  entirely  cut  off ; irrigation  on  the  land 
being  carried  out  as  regards  the  larger  properties,  while  the 
smaller  houses  have  been  provided  with  small  cemented  dead 
wells — to  be  frequently  emptied.  The  drainage  and  closets  of 
the  National  Schools  have  also  been  considerably  improved. 
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Seventy-three  cowhouses,  &’c.,  have  been  put  on  the  register 
in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  1886. 

Infringements  of  the  building  bye-laws  have  occurred  in  a few 
instances,  but  the  only  case  throughout  the  year  in  which  it  was 
necessary  to  take  proceedings  was  for  allowing  a newly  erected 
house  to  be  occupied  before  a certificate  that  there  was  a suffi- 
cient supply  of  wholesome  water  for  use  had  been  applied  for. 
A conviction  was  obtained,  and  a fine  of  was  inflicted  by 
the  Bench. 

The  question  of  the  revision  of  the  building  bye-laws  being 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Authority,  T reported  on  the 
matter,  pointing  out  the  importance  of  extending  the  area  to 
which  they  applied,  so  as  to  include  all  those  parishes  within  the 
district  where  building  operations  were  in  progress,  or  likely  to 
be  soon  commenced,  and  especially  to  those  through  which  the 
Thames  passes,  in  some  of  which  a considerable  number  of  new 
houses  had  already  been  erected.  The  Authority  resolved  to 
apply  for  Urban  powers  over  their  whole  district  in  this  matter, 
and  they  have  been  granted  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

— In  sub-district  II  300  premises  were  inspected,  nuisances  being 
found  on  157,  all  but  five  of  which  have  been  abated,  including 
nearly  60  relating  to  foul  closets  and  drains,  and  25  to  houses  in 
bad  condition  from  foulness  or  decay. 

Sixteen  cowsheds,  &c.,  were  registered. 

Two  samples  of  drinking  water  have  been  submitted  to  analysis. 
One  proved  to  be  fairly  good,  and  the  other  usable,  though  of  a 
low  class. 

Thirty-two  cases  only  are  recorded  in  the  pauper  sick  returns 
for  the  year.  They  were  nearly  all  adults,  and  they  included 
but  three  attacks  of  zymotic  complaints — see  Table  II. 

The  outbreaks  of  diseases  of  this  class  notified  throughout  the 
district  have  been  for  the  most  part  a few  limited  ones  of  scarlet 
fever,  and  three  attacks  of  enteric  fever. 

One  case  of  small  pox  was  reported.  It  occurred  at  Basildon 
early  in  March,  the  patient  having  brought  the  infection  from 
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Bristol.  A trained  nurse  was  provided,  re-vaccination  performed 
where  required,  and  the  usual  precautions  against  the  spread  of 
infection  carefully  and  successfully  carried  out.  There  was  no 
other  attack. 

Neither  measles,  diphtheria,  nor  whooping  cough  has  come  to 
my  knowledge,  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  a few  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  occurred  at  Bradfield,  and  the  re-opening  of  the 
National  Schools,  closed  at  the  time  for  the  Christmas  holidays, 
was  postponed  for  a few  weeks.  No  clue  was  obtainable  as  to 
the  way  that  infection  was  introduced,  and  it  did  not  spread. 
About  the  same  time  the  complaint  broke  out  in  a family  living 
at  Purley,  as  also  in  one  at  Basildon  and  one  at  Sulham.  There 
was  not  any  traceable  connection  between  them,  nor  was  there 
any  spread,  except  as  regards  the  last  case — a child  who  was 
directed  to  return  to  school  by  the  Clergyman  of  the  parish 
while  still  in  the  peeling  state  of  the  complaint,  and  before 
the  house  had  been  fumigated.  The  girl  took  a chill  from 
the  exposure,  and  had  to  discontinue  school  attendance  after 
three  days,  but  the  infection  spread  to  three  or  four  families, 
in  which,  cases  of  a mild  type  continued  to  crop  up  for  several 
weeks. 

In  May  it  appeared  in  a farmhouse  at  Streatley,  and  two 
attacks  were  fatal.  The  infection  was  traced  to  a visitor  from 
Reading,  who  had  recently  been  nursing  a case  of  the  complaint. 
The  only  other  death  due  to  it  occurred  near  the  close  of  the 
year  at  Mortimer,  where  there  were  three  cases  in  one  family 
commencing  within  a day  or  two  of  each  other,  but  without  any 
clue  to  their  origin  being  obtainable. 

Enteric  fever  has  only  been  notified  three  times.  In  the  first 
case,  at  Tilehurst,  the  drinking  water  was  fouled  by  soakagefrom 
a drain.  In  the  second  instance,  at  Whitchurch,  the  patient  had 
taken  the  disease  in  London,  and  in  the  third,  which  was  at 
Yattenden — and  ultimately  proved  fatal,  there  was  a generally 
filthy  condition  of  the  premises  where  the  woman  lived,  the 
garden  being  also  soaked  with  laundry  suds.  The  attack  was 
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(as  were  the  others)  a solitary  one,  and  there  was  no  question  of 
impure  water  or  milk  supply.  The  place  was  subsequently  put 
into  satisfactory  order. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  1888  was  493  (M.  262, 
F.  231),  being  a decrease  of  84  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  due  to  the  absorption  of  part  of  Tilehurst  parish  into  the 
Borough  of  Reading  (304  houses,  and  the  Barracks).  Estimating 
the  diminished  population  of  the  district  at  17,384,  the  birth 
rate  is  28‘4  per  1,000,  as  against  one  of  30*9  in  1887. 

The  registered  deaths  were  221,  which  corrected  by  the 
deduction  of  three  not  belonging  to  the  district  though  they 
occurred  in  it,  and  by  the  addition  of  seven  in  Reading  Hospital 
and  of  two  in  Moulsford  Asylum  of  former  residents,  gives  as  the 
right  number  227  (M.  109,  F.  118).  This  number  is  50  below 
that  of  1887,  and  after  due  allowance  has  been  made  for  the 
diminished  population,  the  rate  is  only  13*1  per  1,000,  equivalent 
to  46' I % of  the  births,  being  considerably  below  both  the 
corresponding  rates  for  the  year  preceding  (viz.,  15*6  and  50’4  %) 
and  the  mean  for  the  combination  for  1888 — see  Table  V. 

As  regards  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred,  it  will  be  seen  in 
Table  V that  nearly  70  % of  the  total  mortality  occurred  below 
five  years  of  age,  or  above  60,  while  of  the  38  deaths  of  children 
less  than  a year  old  16  were  infants  who  lived  less  than  seven 
days,  four  more  dying  within  a month  of  their  birth.  The 
deaths  under  one  year  were  nevertheless  only  77  % of  the 
registered  births,  the  corresponding  mean  rate  for  the  combined 
districts  being  10-4  %. 

The  total  deaths  from  the  seven  chief  zymotic  diseases  were 
nine  in  all,  being  but  4'o  % of  those  from  all  causes,  and  at  the 
very  low  rate  of  *5  per  i,oco  of  the  estimated  population — see 
Tables  IV  b and  VI.  They  included,  in  addition  to  those 
already  referred  to,  one  from  croup  and  four  from  diarrhoea. 

Consumption  occasioned  17  deaths,  more  than  two-thirds 
being  males,  and  fully  half — persons  above  50  years  of  age.  This 
disease  accounts  for  7*5  ^ of  the  entire  mortality,  the  rate  per 
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1,000  living  being  I’o — a little  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
“ mean  rate  ” of  the  year. 

Pulmonary  inflammations  account  for  39  and  the  wasting 
diseases  of  children  for  35  deaths,  with  death  rates  respectively  of 
2*2  and  2’0  per  1,000.  These  are  a little  below  the  “mean” 
rates,  and  jointly  are  equal  to  32  % of  the  year’s  deaths. 

Ten  inquests  were  held — all  but  two  on  deaths  from  accident 
or  drowning, 


COOKHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  George  A.  Millin. 

The  return  of  the  inspector  of  this  district  gives  39  as  the 
number  of  premises  examined  by  him  during  the  year,  and  those 
on  which  nuisances  were  abated  as  17 — see  Table  III.  Ten  of 
these  related  to  foul  or  dilapidated  houses,  one  of  which  was 
closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

I have  submitted  one  sample  of  drinking  water  to  analysis. 
It  was  taken  from  a well  at  a farm  which  I had  condemned  in 
the  preceding  year.  Some  alterations  had  been  made  in  the 
premises,  and  the  well  had  been  cleaned  out,  but  I found  that 
the  water  had  not  improved  in  quality.  Subsequently  another 
well  was  sunk,  but  without  success.  One  complaint  of  nuisance 
at  a slaughterhouse,  where  pigs  were  also  kept,  gave  rise  to  some 
little  difficult}"  on  account  of  the  premises  being  partly  in  the 
rural  and  partly  in  the  urban  district,  but  at  my  last  visit  I found 
the  place  decidedly  improved  and  free  from  offence. 

The  returns  of  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness  include  344  attacks 
— 60  being  children  under  five  years  old.  Out  of  31  attacks  of 
zymotic  complaints  there  were  five  of  scarlet  fever  and  three  of 
diphtheria,  the  remainder  being  whooping  cough  or  diarrhoea. 

No  case  of  small  pox,  measles,  or  continued  fever  has  been 
notified  during  the  year  ; the  only  scarlet  fever  attacks  reported 
were  those  just  mentioned,  four  of  these  were  in  one  family  at 
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Money  Row  Green,  the  source  of  infection  was  not  made  out — 
but  there  was  no  further  spread: 

Diphtheria  has  made  its  appearance  in  the  district  on  a few 
occasions,  the  localities  where  it  occurred  being  for  the  most 
part  in  the  vicinity  of  the  urban  area,  in  which  district  the 
disease  has  been  more  general  during  the  year.  The  first  cases 
reported  occurred  in  February  at  Water  Oakley,  in  the  lodge 
attached  to  a gentleman’s  residence.  The  sanitary  condition  of 
this  cottage  was  very  faulty,  the  bedroom  in  which  the  children 
slept  having  been  built  partly  over  the  site  of  a disused  cesspit 
which  had  not  been  properly  cleared  out  and  filled  up  when  the 
room  was  built.  The  ventilation  was  defective  and  the  walls  damp, 
and  the  place  was  much  shut  in  at  the  back.  One  attack  proved 
fatal,  and  the  alterations  which  were  most  absolutely  required 
were  carried  out  subsequently.  Another  fatal  case  occurred  in 
August  at  North  Town  Moor,  a small  group  of  cottages  in  all  re- 
spects in  very  bad  condition  and  occupied  by  tenants  of  a low  class. 
During  the  autumn  two  non-fatal  attacks  occurred  at  the  Furze 
Plat  and  at  Pleasant  Row,  and  one  death,  certified  as  caused  by 
“ croup,”  at  Shottesbrook  in  December.  The  total  “ zymotic  ” 
mortality  of  the  year  is  comprised  in  these  deaths,  with  one 
from  infantile  diarrhoea.  They  amounted  to  only  3’2  % of  those 
from  all  causes,  and  were  at  the  rate  of  o'q  per  i,ooo  of  the 
estimated  population. 

The  registered  births  for  the  year  were  287  (M.  138,  F.  147), 
and  the  deaths  106,  which  are  increased  to  the  corrected  number 
of  124  (M  70,  F.  54)  by  the  addition  of  those  of  18  former 
residents  dying  outside  the  district,  viz..  Union  House  15,  and 
Moulsford  Asylum,  Cottage  Hospital,  and  Reading  Hospital,  one 
each — see  Tables  TV  A and  B.  Estimating  the  population  at 
8,801,  the  year’s  birth  rate  is  32 ‘6  per  1,000,  which  is  much  the 
highest  of  any  district  in  the  sanitary  combination  and  5*3  above 
the  mean  of  the  whole — see  Table  V. 

The  death  rate — I4’i  per  1,000  is,  on  the  other  hand,  07  below 
the  corresponding  “ mean^”  the  corrected  deaths  being  only 
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43'2  % of  the  births,  to  which  the  deaths  of  children  less  than  a 
year  old  was  in  the  low  proportion  of  9*4  % . 

Nine  deaths  were  due  to  consumption,  nearly  all  of  persons 
between  25  and  40.  Of  the  entire  mortality  7'8  % is  thus 
accounted  for,  the  death  rate  being  i‘o  per  1,000. 

As  in  most  of  the  other  sanitary  districts  lung  inflammations 
were,  from  the  inclemency  of  the  early  months  of  the  year,  ex- 
ceptionally fatal.  Out  of  a total  of  20  during  the  year,  16 
occurred  in  the  first  four  months,  nine  of  these  being  infants — 
while  of  the  other  seven,  five  were  aged  persons.  These  deaths 
were  at  the  rate  of  2‘3  per  1,000,  or  i6'i  ^ of  those  from  all  causes. 

The  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  children  caused  18 
deaths.  Ten  of  these  were  of  infants  less  than  a month  old,  of 
whom  half  were  under  seven  days.  The  death  rate  and  percentage 
of  the  total  mortality  were  2‘o  and  I4‘5  % respectively. 

Of  the  ten  inquests  held  two  were  on  deaths  from  suicide,  and 
the  remainder — equally  on  deaths  from  accidental  injuries  and 
from  unspecified  “natural  causes.” 


MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Thos.  Nash. 

During  1888  an  important  addition,  and  one  which  was  greatly 
needed,  has  been  made  to  the  sewerage  system  of  this  district  by 
the  sewering  of  Norfolk  Park.  This  area  is  covered  for  the 
most  part  with  small  houses,  and  the  old  drains  and  cesspits  with 
which  they  were  originally  supplied  were  defective  and  leaky  in 
many  places,  so  that  the  soil  surrounding  them  was  largely 
fouled  by  sewage  percolation,  leading  also  to  the  fouling  of  a 
good  deal  of  the  water  supply.  The  construction  of  the  main 
sewers  was  commenced  early  in  June,  and  was  completed,  at  a cost 
of  about  one  thousand  pounds,  by  the  latter  end  of  September. 
By  the  end  of  November  the  house  drains  had  also  been  connected, 
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so  that  but  little  now  remains  to  be  done  to  complete  the  sewerage 
of  that  newer  part  of  the  town  which  lies  west  of  the  road  to 
Cookham,  but  a good  deal  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  borough 
(between  the  Bear  Hotel  and  Maidenhead  Bridge)  is  at  so  much 
lower  a level  that  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  lift  the  sewage  to  get 
it  into  the  present  main  outfall  sewer,  it  still  remains  unsewered. 

Considerable  improvement  has  also  been  made  in  the  ventila- 
tion of  the  sewers  by  the  provision  of  nine  iron  ventilating  shafts 
carried  up  in  suitable  positions  above  the  roofs  of  the  houses, 
and  at  Norfolk  Park  one  ventilating  lamp  has  been  put  up.  By 
the  end  of  the  year  nearly  half  (910)  of  the  houses  in  the  district 
were  connected  with  the  mains  of  the  Water  Company,  and 
from  a statement  made  by  the  Company’s  Superintendent  I find 
that  5,473  persons  were  thus  supplied  with  water  ; the  daily 
quantity  pumped  amounted  to  about  114,000  gallons,  and  the 
consumption  would  therefore  be  at  the  rate  of  about  20  gallons 
a head  per  day. 

The  returns  of  the  sanitary  inspector  (see  Table  III)  shew  98 
premises  as  inspected  during  the  year,  19  of  which  were  examined 
in  detail,  and  nuisances  were  abated  on  79.  The  details  are 
given  in  Table  III.  Ten  houses  have  been  provided  with  dry 
closets,  and  one  was  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  The  removal 
of  ashes  and  house  refuse,  as  well  as  the  scavenging  of  the  streets 
is  now  performed  daily,  and  the  cesspits  and  earth  closets  are 
emptied  by  a contractor  employed  by  the  Authority. 

The  slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  and  cowhouses,  6j'c.,  have 
also  been  regularly  inspected,  and  only  one  case  of  nuisance  has 
had  to  be  dealt  with  as  regards  each  during  the  twelvemonth. 
The  common  lodginghouses  have  also  been  regularly  visited  and 
kept  in  a proper  state. 

I have  submitted  six  samples  of  water  to  analysis,  one  of  these 
proved  to  be  largely  polluted  ; three  others  gave  unsatisfactory 
results  and  were  of  doubtful  wholesomeness.  The  remaining 
two  were  fairly  good,  but  the  occupier  of  one  of  the  houses 
decided  to  lay  on  the  Company’s  water.  Three  of  the  other 
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wells  have  been  disused,  one  cleaned  out  and  deepened,  and  one 
tube  well  has  been  driven. 

In  the  month  of  June  a special  census  of  the  district  was  made, 
and  I have  taken  the  results  obtained  as  the  basis  on  which  to 
estimate  the  population- — which  I put  at  10,646,  occupying 
1,833  houses.  There  were  also  81  untenanted  houses. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness 
contained  in  the  weekly  returns  was  383,  of  these  61  were 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  they  included  seven  attacks 
of  diphtheria,  nine  of  whooping  cough,  with  one  of  enteric  fever, 
and  ten  of  diarrhoea.  The  “zymotic”  mortality  of  the  whole 
district  was  due  exclusively  to  the  first  three  of  these  complaints, 
and  no  case  of  small  pox,  measles,  or  scarlet  fever  was  notified 
throughout  the  twelvemonth. 

The  most  important  disease  of  the  year,  in  a sanitary  point  of 
view,  was  diphtheria,  which  made  its  appearance  in  the  district 
in  January  and  February.  It  reappeared  in  May  and  June,  and 
and  again  late  in  August,  from  which  time  it  prevailed  to  a 
certain  extent  up  to  the  close  of  the  year.  Cases  were  notified 
as  occurring  in  35  families,  and  out  of  42  attacks  so  reported  16 
were  fatal.  With  two  or  three  exceptions  they  were  all  in  the 
smaller  class  of  houses,  and  the  subjoined  table  shews  the  streets 
and  the  months  in  which  the  attacks  took  place. — (See  next  page) 

The  earliest  cases  were  in  two  tenements  in  Garden  Cottages, 
which  consist  of  about  seventy  houses,  built  mostly  back  to  back, 
but  with  long  gardens  in  front,  and  provided  with  pail  closets 
scavenged  regularly  twice  or  thrice  a week,  the  filth  being 
however  taken  to  a large  cesspit  in  the  adjoining  allotment 
gardens,  where  also  there  were  four  or  five  “ muck  holes  ” for  the 
hou.se  slops  and  refuse.  No  history  of  direct  infection  was  made 
out  as  regards  these  attacks,  one  of  which  was  fatal ; there  was 
not  another  in  the  same  locality  for  four  months.  In  June 
there  was  a fatal  case  of  “croupous  laryngitis,”  which  occurred 
in  another  of  the  cottages,  and  again  there  was  an  interval  of 
four  months,  after  which  (in  November  and  December)  two  other 
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In  this  Table  cases  marked  * occurred  in  the  same  house  in  the  respective  streets, 
t The  cases  thus  marked  were  certified  as  " Croupous  Laryngitis  ” or  “ Diphtheritic  Croup.' 
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families  in  the  same  locality  were  attacked,  but  the  children 
recovered.  These  later  cases  were,  however,  very  probably  part 
of  the  group  who  took  the  infection  at  school,  to  which  I refer 
later  on.  In  February  there  was  a fatal  attack  in  Risborough- 
road,  Norfolk  Park.  There  was  not  any  connection  traced 
between  this  and  the  preceding  cases,  but  the  sanitary  state  of 
the  premises  was  in  many  respects  bad,  and  in  May  another 
child  died  in  the  same  house  from  “ diphtheritic  croup.”  The 
complaint  next  appeared,  late  in  August,  in  an  insanitary  house 
in  Waldeck-road,  a lowlying  locality  near  the  river,  with  its 
(undedicated)  road  in  bad  condition  from  foul  refuse  and  mud. 
There  was  also  a fatal  attack  in  another  house  in  the  same  road 
at  the  end  of  November.  Then  followed  a fatal  case  in  an 
unsewered  house  of  the  better  class,  in  which,  however,  the 
cesspit  ventilated  itself  into  the  bathroom  through  the  bath 
waste,  which  was  taken  into  the  trap  of  the  w.c.  This  trap,  un- 
sealing itself  by  syphonage,  brought  the  cesspit  into  direct  com- 
munication with  the  room  in  which  the  patient,  a child,  was 
playing  for  some  hours  shortly  before  its  illness.  Shortly 
afterwards  another  fatal  attack  was  notified  in  a house  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  which  had  recently  been  entirely  remodelled, 
and  were  in  all  respects  good.  No  known  exposure  to  infection 
had  occurred.  A chill  taken  after  a dancing  lesson  was  all  that 
could  be  ascertained  by  way  of  explanation  of  the  illness,  which 
was  quite  characteristic. 

During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  there  was  a large 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases,  and  it  seems  probable  that  the 
opening  of  the  ground  for  the  construction  of  the  new  sewerage 
in  the  Norfolk  Park  district  may,  in  the  first  instance,  have 
materially  contributed  thereto,  but  afterwards  the  infection  was 
doubtless  communicated  from  child  to  child  through  intercourse 
at  school,  and  therefore  to  children  living  outside  the  Norfolk 
Park  area.  The  new  sewers,  begun  June  nth,  were  not  finished 
and  the  house  connections  put  in  till  November  30th  ; the  ground 
therefore  was  open  in  different  places  as  required  by  the  work 
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in  hand,  for  more  than  five  months,  and  during  a great  part  of 
the  time  the  subsoil  water  was  also  very  near  the  surface  owing 
to  the  long  continuance  of  rainy  weather.  In  addition  to  this 
many  of  the  old  drains  and  cesspits  were  unsound,  and  the  sur- 
rounding soil  necessarily  more  or  less  sewage  fouled,  while  in 
one  or  two  localities  there  was  probably  some  amount  of  specific 
contagium  still  remaining  from  the  cases  that  had  occurred 
earlier  in  the  year. 

The  “table”  shews  the  localities  in  which  the  cases  occurred, 
and  the  mortality  resulting  therefrom.  The  majority  of  the 
children  attended  two  of  the  public  elementary  schools  in  the 
district.  In  both  of  them  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  good, 
both  had  a supply  from  the  mains  of  the  Water  Company,  one 
was  fitted  with  Moule’s  earth  closets  which  were  properly  at- 
tended to.  The  other  had  “ trough  closets,”  kept  continuously 
flushed  night  and  day. 

The  schools  in  question  were  not  absolutely  closed,  but  all 
practicable  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  any  of  the  children 
of  infected  families  from  attending.  It  is,  however,  possible  that 
some  children  may  have  been  admitted  who  having  at  the  time 
only  ordinary  sore  throat  to  all  appearance,  were  really  suffering 
from  very  mild  attacks  of  this  complaint.  The  school  rooms 
were  therefore  thoroughly  fumigated  as  soon  as  they  were  closed 
for  the  holidays.  The  total  number  of  cases  of  which  I obtained 
information  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  was  42,  resulting  in  16 
deaths.  The  outbreak  began  to  subside  about  that  time,  though 
several  additional  attacks  came  under  my  notice  in  the  early  part 
of  1889.  Ordinary  croup  accounted  for  two  deaths  and  whooping 
cough  for  four — all  infantile. 

Enteric  fever  was  certified  in  three  instances  as  the  cause  of 
death.  One  of  these  was  an  imported  case,  the  patient  coming 
down  ill  from  London  ; one  was  apparently  connected  with  the 
insanitary  arrangements  of  the  private  school  attended  by  the 
child.  The  premises  where  the  third  death  occurred  were  in  the 
older  and  sewered  part  of  the  town  and  in  fairly  good  sanitary 
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order,  but  careful  enquiry  altogether  failed  to  trace  out  any 
probable  channel  of  specific  infection. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  147,  F.  133,  total 
280 ; the  gross  number  of  deaths  being  173,  plus  one,  of  a resident 
in  the  district  who  died  in  Reading  Hospital — see  Tables  IV  A 
and  B.  From  these  must  be  deducted  one  death  in  the  Cottage 
Hospital  and  15  in  the  Union  House  of  persons  not  belonging  to 
it,  making  the  corrected  number  158 — M.  81,  F.  77 — being  an 
increase  of  six  on  the  number  for  1887,  but  at  the  calculated 
rate  of  only  I4’8  per  1,000  (instead  of  i6‘2  as  in  that  year)  owing 
to  the  alteration  of  the  basis  of  calculation  resulting  from  the 
special  census  already  referred  to.  Similarly  the  rate  for  the 
births,  which  were  almost  identical  in  number  with  those  of  the 
previous  year,  comes  out  by  calculation  as  26’3,  instead  of  29*8 
as  it  would  have  been  according  to  the  old  estimate  of  the  popu- 
lation. I have  thought  it  right,  while  making  use  of  the  new 
census,  to  draw  attention  to  its  effect  on  the  calculated  rates. 
The  last  year’s  estimate  was  based  on  the  supposition  of  an  annual 
increase  of  population  since  1881  of  the  same  amount  as  the 
yearly  mean  of  the  ten  years  1871-81.  The  numbers  obtained 
by  the  special  census  show  that  this  ratio  has  been  considerably 
overstepped,  but  absolute  correctness  cannot  be  obtained  until 
the  results  of  the  next  general  census  of  1891  are  made  available. 

The  relative  proportion  of  deaths  at  all  ages  to  registered  births 
was  56*4  being  a rise  of  over  2 ^ on  the  ratio  of  1887.  On 
the  other  hand  there  was  a considerable  reduction  of  infantile 
mortality,  viz,  from  13*2  % of  the  registered  births  to  10*4 
which  is  the  mean  rate  for  the  year  of  the  Sanitary  Combination 
— see  Table  V — and  nearly  a third  of  these  31  deaths  under  one 
year  of  age  were  infants  dying  within  four  weeks  of  birth,  but 
the  deaths  of  young  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five 
were  rather  more  numerous,  and  consequently  the  proportion  of 
total  mortality  occurring  under  five  years  of  age  was  nearly  3 % 
above  the  mean  of  all  the  districts.  As  in  the  preceding  year 
the  proportion  of  deaths  at  all  ages  occurring  between  5 and  60 


years  of  age  was  above  the  mean  percentage  of  the  year  by  about 
2 while  that  of  the  mortality  above  6o  was  5 % under  the 
corresponding  average. 

The  excess  in  “zymotic”  deaths  resulting  from  the  diphtheria 
outbreak  raised  the  rates  for  that  class  of  diseases  to  2‘3  per  1,000 
living  (and  15*8  % of  the  deaths  from  all  causes)  being  fully  double 
the  corresponding  “mean  rates”  for  the  year — see  Table  VI. 

The  deaths  from  consumption  were  17,  and  though  more  than 
twice  as  many  as  in  1887  they  were  but  little  above  the  average 
of  the  year,  the  rate  being  16  per  1,000,  or  107  % of  the  total 
mortality.  On  the  other  hand  there  was  a diminution  in  the 
fatality  of  pulmonary  inflammations  and  of  the  wasting  and 
convulsive  diseases  of  children,  the  deaths  in  each  class  being 
respectively  20  and  23 — the  rates  in  the  former,  i'9  per  1,000,  or 
127  % of  the  total  deaths,  being  considerably  under  the  mean 
(Table  VI),  while  those  for  the  latter,  2*2  and  14-6  % respectively, 
were  at  the  average  of  the  year. 

As  in  1887,  only  two  inquests  were  held,  both  on  deaths  from 
accident. 


EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Harry  Lloyd. 

In  this  district  the  sanitary  work  of  the  year  was  to  a consider- 
able extent  of  the  ordinary  routine  character,  and  no  general 
structural  works  have  been  undertaken,  but  1,235  premises  have 
been  visited  by  the  inspector,  on  192  of  which  nuisances  were 
discovered.  By  the  end  of  the  year  170  had  been  abated.  Pro- 
ceedings before  the  Justices  were  required  in  13  cases,  in  12  of 
which  convictions  were  obtained.  The  details  will  be  found  in 
Table  III,  the  most  important  being  the  closing  of  nine  tenements 
as  unfit  for  habitation,  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  in,  and 
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the  cleansing,  &c.,  of  30  foul  and  dilapidated  houses,  with  the 
provision  of  improved  water  supply  for  39,  and  of  dry  closets 
for  22.  The  fouling  of  ditches  and  streams  has  also  been  dealt 
with  in  52  cases.  Eighteen  cowhouses  and  dairies  have  been 
placed  on  the  register. 

I have  submitted  to  analysis  19  samples  of  water  from  various 
localities  in  the  district,  with  the  result  that  while  eight  were 
found  to  be  fairly  good,  or  of  passable  quality  (of  which  half 
were  from  the  Union  House),  nearly  all  the  remainder  were 
seriously  fouled,  and  six  of  the  number  were  polluted  to  an  ex- 
cessive degree  so  as  to  be  unfit  for  any  sort  of  domestic  use  in 
the  preparation  of  food,  &c. 

At  Bracknell  and  Bullbrook,  in  the  “ Bracknell  special  drain- 
age district,”  a reinspection  of  the  drainage  arrangements  of  a 
considerable  number  of  premises  was  made  by  the  inspector  and 
myself  with  reference  particularly  to  the  fouling  of  watercourses, 
for  the  abatement  of  which  notices  had  been  issued  and  pro- 
ceedings taken  in  the  previous  year — (see  my  report  for  1887). 
It  was  found  necessary  to  take  out  summonses  against  10  persons 
who  had  failed  to  carry  out  the  works  ordered,  and  convictions 
were  obtained,  but  no  satisfactory  solution  of  the  difficulty  will 
be  found  until  a proper  scheme  is  devised  and  carried  out  for  the 
sewerage  of  the  “ drainage  district  ” as  a whole.  Reports  were 
also  presented  to  the  Authority  by  me  as  to  the  foul  and  dilapi- 
dated condition  of  cottages  at  Buck-row,  some  of  which  were 
also  overcrowded,  and  they  were  all,  with  one  exception,  closed 
as  unfit  for  habitation  ; as  to  cottages  at  Mushroom  Castle, 
Chavey  Down,  ill  ventilated  and  out  of  repair,  but  since  put  into 
proper  order  ; as  to  a ruinous  hovel  in  Pratt’s-lane,  altogether 
unfit  for  habitation, — the  occupier  was  removed  to  the  Workhouse 
and  the  hut  was  subsequently  pulled  down.  I have  also,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Union  House,  inspected 
and  reported  in  detail  to  the  Guardians  on  the  drainage  and 
general  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  building,  as  also  on  the 
water  and  milk  supply,  in  consequence  of  a considerable  outbreak 
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ol  measles  and  diphtheria,  which  caused  two  deaths  from  each 
complaint.  As  regards  both  water  and  milk  the  results  of  the 
enquiiy  were  satisfactory,  but  considerable  alterations  were 
recommended  with  respect  to  drains,  closets,  sinks,  and  the 
ultimate  disposal  of  the  sewage  ; as  also  with  reference  to  the 
overcrowding  and  deficient  ventilation  and  the  lighting  of  some 
of  the  (children’s)  wards.  The  works  advised  by  me  have  since 
been  taken  in  hand  and  completed.  I shall  refer  subsequently 
to  the  circumstances  attending  the  infectious  outbreaks  in  the 
House,  which  were  closely  connected  with  those  occurring 
generally  in  the  district  at  the  time. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  necessity  that  there  is  for  the 
provision  of  a good  general  water  supply  for  a large  part  of 
Winkfield  parish,  there  being  at  present  an  extreme  deficiency 
of  wholesome  potable  water  in  it,  an  enquiry  was  held  in  June 
by  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board — Mr. 
Codrington — as  to  the  formation  of  a special  district  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dealing  with  the  difficulty,  and  the  Board,  in  accordance 
with  his  report,  has  sanctioned  the  same. 

The  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness  reported  in  the  clerk’s  return 
for  the  year  were  540, — of  this  number  108  were  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  One-sixth  of  the  whole  (91)  consisted  of  attacks 
of  measles,  51  of  these  were  among  older  children  (above  five),  or 
adults  ; but  the  mortality  from  this  complaint  was  almost  wholly 
among  the  very  young.  Scarlet  fever  (8),  whooping  cough  (19), 
and  diarrhoea  (ii)  mostly  of  adults,  complete  the  list  of  pauper 
“zymotic  illness”  with  the  exception  of  the  Workhouse  outbreaks. 

Small  pox  has  not  been  reported  throughout  the  year. 

At  the  close  of  1887  measles  broke  out  in  Bracknell,  and  it 
spread  very  rapidly,  probably  in  consequence  of  some  carelessness 
in  respect  of  the  attendance  of  persons  from  infected  houses  at  a 
public  entertainment  given  at  the  time,  at  which  the  children 
from  the  Union  House  were  also  present.  On  the  last  day  of  1 887 
an  infected  family  was  admitted  into  the  Workhouse,  but  as  the 
child  who  was  suffering  from  the  complaint  was  taken  direct  to  the 
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(detached)  Hospital  from  the  receiving  ward,  while  five  boys  and 
girls  in  their  respective  wards  were  attacked  during  the  first  four 
or  five  days  of  1888,  it  is  evident  that  they  must  have  been 
infected  at  a considerably  earlier  date.  Every  practicable  pre- 
caution was  taken  to  check  the  spread  of  infection,  but  in  all 
there  were  24  cases  among  the  inmates,  viz  : children  19,  adults  5, 
one  attack  being  fatal  in  each  group.  During  convalescence,  or 
immediately  after  recovery,  a good  many  of  the  children  had 
diphtheritic  attacks — indeed,  of  the  1 5 who  were  thus  affected, 
nearly  all  had  just  had  the  measles — and  two  of  them  died,  but 
none  of  the  others  suffered  from  the  paralytic  sequelae  which 
often  follow  the  disease.  No  history  of  infection  from  any  pre- 
vious case,  or  of  exposure  to  drain  air  could  be  made  out.  To 
return,  however,  to  the  measles  outbreak,  there  was  a general 
and  rapid  spread  of  the  complaint  through  Bracknell  and  Bull- 
brook,  which  extended  over  almost  the  entire  parishes  of  East- 
hampstead  and  Binfield  (including  many  of  the  better  class 
houses),  as  also  to  Warfield  ; a considerable  number  of  adults 
were  attacked,  and  many  of  the  attacks  were  of  a severe  type. 
It  was  found  necessary  to  close  all  the  elementary  schools  in  the 
neighbourhood  for  several  weeks,  and  although  none  of  the  nine 
deaths  which  it  caused  occurred  later  than  March  5th,  the 
epidemic  was  not  at  an  end  till  quite  the  close  of  the  month.  A 
few  sporadic  attacks  were  reported  at  Ascot,  but  it  was  found 
practicable  to  check  its  spread  without  closing  the  schools  by 
prohibiting  all  children  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
infected  houses  from  attending  and  it  speedily  came  to  an  end. 
A limited  number  of  cases  occurred  about  the  same  time  at 
and  near  Crowthorne  and  Broadmore  (concurrently  with  a few 
of  scarlet  fever).  Here  it  was  found  desirable  to  close  the  schools 
for  a time,  and  work  was  also  stopped  at  a laundry  where  the 
last-named  made  its  appearance.  Later  in  the  year  measles  was 
introduced  into  one  of  the  houses  at  Crowthorne  connected  with 
the  College  by  a pupil  returning  there  after  the  holidays.  There 
were  a good  many  cases  but  no  deaths. 
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Towards  the  close  of  January  scarlet  fever  was  imported  into 
Winkfield  from  Bagshot,  and  was  traced  to  school  attendance 
there.  Its  spread  was  stopped.  The  origin  of  the  attacks  of 
scarlet  fever  at  Crowthorne  just  referred  to  was  not  made  out, 
but  there  were  not  any  fresh  cases  till  May,  when  the  complaint 
appeared  at  the  cottage  of  a person  employed  at  Broadmoor 
Asylum.  The  first  three  children  had  it  so  lightly  that  no  notice 
was  taken  of  it,  and  the  rest  continued  to  go  to  school  as  usual, 
but  two  more  being  attacked  medical  advice  was  obtained  and 
the  facts  came  to  light.  On  inspection  the  sanitary  arrangements 
of  the  premises  were  found  to  be  very  defective.  Other  attacks 
followed  in  the  families  of  several  of  the  Asylum  attendants,  and 
some  of  their  cottages  when  inspected-  were  also  found  to  be  in 
an  unsanitary  condition.  The  school  was  closed  for  several 
weeks,  but  some  of  the  children  who  attended  it  from  Owlsmoor 
had  already  taken  the  infection,  and  a few  cases  occurred  there, 
as  also  in  Crowthorne  itself.  At  Broadmoor  lo  families  in  all 
took  the  complaint,  but  throughout  the  year  no  death  has 
resulted  from  it  in  the  whole  district.  A report  on  the  sanitary 
state  of  the  Broadmoor  cottages  was  laid  before  the  Authority, 
and  the  attention  of  the  Managers  having  been  called  to  the  mat- 
ter by  their  order,  certain  improvements  have  since  been  carried 
out.  During  the  progress  of  the  cases  a good  deal  of  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  getting  some  of  the  parents  to  observe  the 
instructions  given  as  to  avoiding  exposure  of  infected  persons 
and  things,  and  in  one  instance  proceedings  had  to  be  taken 
before  the  Justices  on  this  account. 

I have  already  referred  to  the  attacks  of  diphtheria  which, 
during  the  last  half  of  February,  supervened  on  the  measles 
outbreak  at  the  Union  House  and  occasioned  two  deaths. 
Nothing  could  be  ascertained  as  to  any  introduction  of  infection 
from  outside,  and  there  were  not  any  other  cases  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. At  Warfield  a girl  of  seven  years  old  had  succumbed 
to  the  disease  at  the  beginning  of  the  month,  but  the  attack  was 
an  isolated  one.  In  April  a small  group  of  cases  of  a milder 
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type  occurred  at  a house  in  the  Wokingham-road,  and  in  May 
a child  living  at  a cottage  in  Bullbrook  had  the  complaint.  In 
neither  of  these  sporadic  attacks  was  there  any  known  history 
nor  was  there  any  further  spread  of  infection,  but  grave  sanitary 
defects  were  found  to  exist  on  each  premises.  In  the  Warfield 
case  the  well  water  was  so  polluted  by  a cesspit  near  it  as  to  be 
unfit  for  use.  In  the  next  the  sewage  from  an  overflowing 
cesspit  was  running  over  the  field  near  the  house,  and  at  Bull- 
brook  the  general  sanitary  conditions  were  bad.  An  imported 
case  occurred  at  Bracknell  also  early  in  May,  but  there  was  no 
further  spread,  nor  did  any  other  attacks  come  to  my  knowledge 
until  September,  when  the  complaint  appeared  at  a dairy  farm 
near  Westley  Mills,  Binfield, — nearly  all  the  family  (there  were  lo 
children)  had  suffered  for  some  weeks  with  sore  throats,  no  medical 
advice  was  had,  although  three  of  them  were  said  to  have  had 
“white  patches,”  until  a daughter  aged  lo  who  had  been  home 
for  five  weeks  for  her  holidays  returned  to  school  so  unwell  that 
she  had  to  be  sent  back  again,  and  she  died  of  unmistakeable 
diphtheria  six  days  after  the  disease  was  recognized.  Here  also 
no  infection  from  without  could  be  traced,  and  the  dairy  cows 
were  found  on  examination  to  be  in  good  health,  but  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  premises  was  extremely  bad  ; both  the  wells  were 
so  foul  as  to  be  quite  unuseable,  and  the  drinking  water  was 
obtained  from  a well,  itself  very  much  polluted,  on  some  neigh- 
bouring premises.  The  cesspits  and  drains  were  also  in  very  bad 
order,  the  latter  being  choked  with  black  filth.  The  dairy  work 
was  at  once  entirely  removed  from  the  premises,  and  all  necessary 
precautions  being  strictly  observed  there  was  not  any  spread  of 
infection  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  became  necessary  to  take 
proceedings  against  the  owner  to  get  the  wells  closed,  but  the 
place  has  since  been  put  into  a more  satisfactory  condition. 

A week  afterwards  there  was  a fatal  case  at  Owlsmoor,  Sand- 
hurst, a place  several  miles  distant  from  Westley  Mills.  There 
was  no  communication  between  the  two  places  to  be  made  out.' 
The  house,  built  within  four  years,  was  in  good  sanitary  order, 
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but  the  child,  with  two  others  of  the  family  attended  the  Wesleyan 
school  at  Newfoundout,  Sandhurst,  and  his  was  the  first  of  a 
small  group  of  cases  which  were  connected  with  attendance  at 
this  school.  There  was  also  some  suspicion  that  he  might  have 
drunk  water  from  a streamlet  fouled  at  that  time  by  sewage  from 
Broadmoor  Asylum.  The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  school 
were  very  bad.  There  was  not  any  water  supply,  and  the  children 
got  water  from  a neighbouring  cottage ; ill-kept  pail  closets  were 
practically  ventilated  into  the  infant  school  by  a window  less 
than  a yard  away  (and  nearly  all  the  children  attacked  belonged 
to  this  division  of  the  school).  The  school  rooms  were  very 
dirty  and  accumulations  of  refuse  matters  were  discovered  under 
the  floors.  I should  add  that  all  these  things  have  since  been 
set  right.  About  the  same  time  one  of  three  children  living  at 
an  adjoining  cottage,  but  attending  the  school,  had  “quinsy,” 
as  supposed  ; the  other  two  having  similar  attacks  with  a 
week’s  interval  between  each.  One  of  them  died  October  13th 
from  “bronchitis,”  as  registered,  but  subsequent  events  led  the 
medical  attendant  to  consider  these  attacks  as  diphtheritic,  as 
well  as  that  of  a child  in  another  family,  also  in  the  infant  school, 
who  died  on  the  24th  after  a short  illness,  the  cause  of  death 
being  certified  as  “croup.”  At  neither  cottage  were  the  sanitary 
arrangements  good,  nor  were  any  precautions  taken  at  the  time 
to  prevent  their  intercourse  with  other  children.  On  the  22nd 
and  23rd  cases  of  undoubted  diphtheria  occurred  in  two  other 
families  (one  being  at  a grocer’s  in  Sandhurst  village  whose 
daughter  went  to  see  the  corpse  of  the  first  child  who  died  at 
the  cottage  near  the  school)  and  of  the  three  attacks  two  were 
fatal.  In  these  houses  also  the  sanitary  arrangements  were 
much  at  fault,  but  out  of  six  children  in  one  family  and  seven 
in  the  other  only  those  attending  the  infant  school  suffered. 
Early  in  November  a boy  fell  ill  with  the  complaint,  who, 
with  his  brother  had  been  attending  the  same  school,  but 
lived  at  a dairy  farm  at  Crowthorne,  which  was  in  fairly  good 
sanitary  order,  and  with  all  the  cattle  in  perfect  health.  The 
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sale  of  milk  was  at  once  discontinued,  and  all  the  stock  re- 
moved to  other  farm  premises  at  some  distance.  Subsequently 
there  were  six  cases  (two  of  which  were  fatal)  in  three  families 
employed  at  the  Royal  Military  College,  and  living  in  cottages 
on  the  grounds.  These  children  did  not  attend  the  school 
I have  referred  to,  but  there  was  some  evidence  of  indirect 
communication  as  it  appeared  (although  the  exact  dates  could 
not  be  ascertained)  that  the  first  child  attacked  had  been  twice 
or  thrice  during  October  to  the  grocer’s  shop  in  Sandhurst  where 
one  of  those  infected  at  the  school  lay  ill  between  the  23rd  and 
and  30th  of  the  month.  Careful  enquiries  as  to  .any  ascertainable 
connection  of  these  attacks  with  a specifically  infected  milk  supply, 
or  with  diseases  of  animals  were  without  success.  As  regards  the 
first,  the  supply,  when  there  was  any  at  all,  was  from  various 
sources,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  condensed  milk  was  used, 
and  the  evidence  as  to  domestic  animals  was  wholly  in  the 
negative. 

Early  in  December  there  were  three  cases,  one  of  which  was 
fatal,  in  a house  at  Ascot,  at  the  extreme  limit  of  the  district,  the 
first  being  a girl  attending  Windelsham  schools,  from  which  she 
came  home  ill.  The  death  is  not  included  in  the  returns  for 
this  district,  having  been  registered,  in  error,  in  the  Egham 
(Windsor)  sub-district. 

Four  fatal  attacks  of  enteric  fever  occurred.  In  one  there  was 
no  traceable  cause,  one  was  attributed  to  emptying  a cesspit,  and 
the  others  to  bad  sanitary  conditions  of  premises. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  338 — M.  160, 
F.  178, — and  the  registered  deaths  186,  to  which  seven  of  persons 
belonging  to  the  district  but  dying  at  Moulsford  Asylum  (2) 
and  Reading  Hospital  (5)  have  to  be  added.  Deducting  the  19 
deaths  in  Broadmoor  Asylum,  and  one  each  occurring  in  Wel- 
lington College,  the  Priory  Hospital,  and  the  Union  House,  but 
not  belonging  to  the  district,  the  corrected  number  is  171 — M.  88, 
F.  83, — and  with  an  estimated  population  of  13,715  at  the  middle 
of  the  year  the  rates  per  1,000  are,  births  24*6,  deaths  12*5,  both 
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being  the  lowest  for  the  year  of  any  of  the  districts  in  the 
Sanitary  Combination,  and  respectively  three  and  two  per  i,ooo 
under  the  corresponding  mean  rates  of  the  whole. — see  Tables 
IV  A and  B,  and  Table  V. 

The  total  mortality  was  only  40^2  % of  the  births,  to  which 
the  deaths  of  infants  less  than  a year  old  were  at  the  ratio  of 
10  — more  than  a quarter  of  these  lived  less  than  a week. 

As  in  1887,  while  the  proportion  of  total  deaths  occurring  above 
the  age  of  60  was  10  % below  the  mean  rate  of  the  year,  those 
between  5 and  25  were  greatly  in  excess. 

The  deaths  from  the  more  important  zymotic  diseases,  25  in 
all,  were  twice  as  numerous  as  those  of  the  previous  year,  when 
scarlatina  and  diphtheria  were  almost  non- fatal.  They  were  at 
the  rate  of  i*8  per  1,000,  or  14*2  % of  the  total  deaths. 

Consumption  caused  27  deaths,  of  whom  two-thirds  were 
males.  This  number  is  considerably  over  the  average  for  the 
district,  being  15.8  % of  the  entire  mortality,  and  at  the  rate  of 
2’0  per  1,000. 

The  fatality  of  pulmonary  inflammations  was  26,  and  the  rates 
are  nearly  identical  with  the  preceding  ones. — see  Table  VI. 

Seven  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  of  which  three 
were  on  cases  of  suicidal  violence,  three  of  accident,  and  one  of 
“ natural  causes.” 


WINDSOR  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  William  Menzies. 

No  works  of  general  drainage  or  water  supply  have  been  taken 
in  hand  during  the  past  year  in  this  district,  but  the  inspector 
reports  in  his  return  (Table  III)  582  premises  as  visited  by  him, 
on  250  of  which  nuisances  were  discovered.  Nearly  100  of  these 
related  to  houses  at  Sunninghill  which  were  without  a proper 
water  supply,  and  a special  report  was  made  to  the  Authority  in 


reference  to  them  with  a view  to  the  extension  of  the  mains  of 
the  West  London  Water  Company  to  the  locality.  Nuisances 
were  abated  on  124  premises,  but  few  (16)  formal  notices  were 
necessary.  The  details  will  be  found  in  the  Table.  Five  houses 
were  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  17  cowsheds  and  dairies  have 
been  placed  on  the  register,  and  I have  submitted  six  samples  of 
well  waters  to  analysis,  four  of  which  were  examined  on  account  of 
illness  occurring  where  they  were  in  use.  Of  these  last  four,  two 
gave  passably  good  results  on  analysis,  the  other  two  proved  to 
be  much  polluted.  One  of  the  wells  was  closed  (after  proceedings 
before  the  Justices)  and  the  Company’s  water  was  laid  on.  In 
the  other  case  it  was  found  that  a deep  well,  which  furnishes  the 
water  supply  of  a considerable  part  of  Dedworth,  was  fouled, 
presumably  by  surface  soakage  ; the  attention  of  the  owner  was 
called  to  the  condition  of  the  water,  but  it  was  not  closed,  as  the 
mains  of  the  Windsor  Water  Company  do  not  at  present  extend 
far  enough  to  supply  the  locality,  and,  as  Dedworth  is  on  a thick 
bed  of  the  London  clay,  water  cannot  be  obtained  by  well 
sinking  to  an  ordinary  depth. 

At  Middle  Hill,  Egham,  three  of  the  old  wooden  cottages 
which  were  ordered  to  be  closed  in  1887  as  unfit  for  habitation 
have  been  demolished,  as  also  at  Alexandra-place,  Clewer,  and 
its  immediate  vicinity,  where  several  new  and  considerably  im- 
proved tenements  have  been  erected  on  the  ground  which  was 
cleared  by  the  pulling  down  of  the  ruinous  cottages  that  pre- 
viously occupied  it,  the  condition  of  which  had  for  years  past 
often  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Authority. 

In  another  matter  standing  over  from  the  preceding  year,  viz: 
the  cottages  at  the  Sand  Pits,  Englefield  Green,  proceedings  to 
obtain  a Justice’s  order  to  close  some  of  them  were  not  successful, 
the  Bench  holding  that  by  the  ruling  of  the  Judges  in  the  case 
of  “The  Queen  z/.  Wheatley ’’  the  notices  served  on  the  defen- 
dant were  too  general  in  their  terms,  as  they  did  not  specify  the 
precise  works  he  was  to  carry  out  to  put  the  cottages  into  proper 
condition,  the  fact  being  that  they  were  past  repair  and  incapable 
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of  being  rendered  fit  for  habitation.  A little, — but  only  a little 
improvement  has  since  been  effected  as  regards  them. 

In  consequence  of  renewed  complaints  as  to  the  recurrence  of 
the  nuisance  caused  by  the  discharge  of  slop  sewage  into  ditches  at 
Clewer  Green  from  the  cottages  at  Boyn-terrace  and  the  vicinity, 
reports  have  been  twice  presented  to  the  Sanitary  Authority, 
pointing  out  that  the  matter  can  only  be  satisfactorily  and  effec- 
tually dealt  with  by  the  provision  of  proper  sewerage  for  that 
part  of  the  district,  and  the  question  was  referred  by  them  to 
Mr.  Ripley  for  further  examination  and  report. 

In  August  the  watercourse  which  runs  through  the  low 
grounds  between  Egham  and  Thorpe,  skirting  Thorpe  Green  in 
part  of  its  course  and  ultimately  reaching  the  Thames  near 
Chertsey,  suddenly  became  very  black  in  colour  and  extremely 
offensive  for  a length  of  more  than  a mile-and-a-half,  a quantity 
of  fish  were  killed,  and  the  cattle  were  unable  to  drink  from  it,  or 
from  the  ponds  connected  with  it.  On  enquiry  into  the  pro- 
bable cause  of  this  condition  of  things,  no  sort  of  evidence  could 
be  obtained  that  any  foul  matter  had  been  passed  into  it,  inten- 
tionally or  otherwise,  and  as  careful  examination  (as  well  as 
analysis  of  the  water  itself)  entirely  failed  to  detect  any  sufficient 
external  cause  for  what  had  occurred  I came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  due  to  the  decomposition  of  organic  matter  suspended 
in  it,  under  the  influence  of  sun  heat.  The  watercourse  here 
has  hardly  any  fall  and  the  current  is  therefore  very  feeble. 
There  was  at  the  time  a very  great  quantity  of  decayed  vegetable 
mud  at  the  bottom,  and  the  weather,  after  a heavy  rainfall  which 
had  flooded  it  and  violently  stirred  up  the  deposit,  had  for  some 
days  been  exceedingly  hot  and  sunny ; this  favoured  rapid 
decomposition,  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen  was  given  off,  giving 
rise  to  the  offensive  smell  complained  of,  and  as  the  water 
naturally  contains  iron,  the  black  discolouration  due  to  sulphuret 
of  iron  thus  formed  is  also  accounted  for. 

Complaint  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  as  to  an 
alleged  fouling  of  the  watercourse  in  question  by  the  sewage 
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effluent  from  the  Holloway  Sanatorium  at  Virginia  Water,  which 
flows  away  into  a ditch,  communicating  with  it  some  half-a-mile 
lower  down.  The  method  of  sewage  disposal  then  adopted  at 
the  institution  was  broad  irrigation  on  the  extensive  garden 
grounds  attached  to  it,  tanks  being  placed  at  varying  levels  to 
receive  the  sewage  for  utilization  on  the  particular  portion  where 
it  was  wanted  at  the  time.  The  soil  is  light  and  sandy,  and  it 
overlies  a wet  running  sand.  The  subsoil  drains  are  therefore 
laid  at  a depth  of  two  feet  six  inches  only.  From  the  construc- 
tion of  the  main  outfall  drains  it  doubtless  would  have  been 
possible  to  allow  the  crude  sewage  to  go  direct  into  the  ditch 
Avithout  being  passed  through  the  ground  at  all,  but  there  was 
no  evidence  that  this  ever  was  done,  and  the  gardener  in  charge 
stated  that  as  a matter  of  fact  it  was  not.  The  effluent  was  not 
offensive,  and  though  not  very  bright  it  was  fairly  clear.  On 
the  further  side  of  the  ditch  into  which  the  effluent  passes  there 
is  a small  boggy  copse  with  a thick  surface  deposit  of  decaying 
black  vegetable  matter,  amounting  to  some  two  feet  in  depth  in 
the  ditch  which  carried  off  its  drainage.  Lower  down,  the  water 
in  the  ditches  Avas  dark  broAvn,  from  the  drainage  they  carry  away 
from  the  peaty  land  adjoining  which  also  contains  a good  deal 
of  iron,  and  I reported  that  in  my  opinion  the  state  of  the  loAver 
watercourse  was  the  result  of  these  conditions,  and  was  not  due, 
as  was  supposed,  to  the  discharge  of  sewage  from  the  Sanatorium. 

Among  other  matters  dealt  with  may  be  mentioned  the  putting 
into  habitable  condition  and  repair  of  Dyson’s  Cottages  at  Clewer 
Green,  the  ventilation  of  the  drains  at  the  rear  of  houses  in 
Bexley-street,  Clewer,  and  the  improvement  of  ditches  and 
surface  drainage  at  Ascot  and  Ascot  Bog. 

The  number  of  neAv  cases  of  pauper  sickness  notified  during 
the  year  was  1 1 7 — and  of  these  1 7 were  children  under  five  years 
of  age.  They  included  14  attacks  of  zymotic  diseases — principally 
measles  and  diphtheria. — see  Table  III. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  notifications  were  received  from 
medical  practitioners  in  the  district.  They  related  to  small  pox,  i ; 
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measles,  112;  scarlet  fever,  12;  diphtheria,  10;  erysipelas,  9 ; 
pyaemia,  i. 

The  only  attack  of  small  pox  that  came  to  my  knowledge  in 
the  district  all  the  year  was  that  of  a girl  of  15  who  returned  from 
Sheffield  to  her  home  in  Clewer  Fields  on  February  ist,  at  which 
time  there  was  an  epidemic  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  that  town. 
Two  days  after  her  return  she  felt  unwell,  and  the  eruption 
appeared  on  February  6th.  The  cottage  was  a small  one  of 
four  rooms  only,  but  it  was  occupied  by  a family  of  three  adults, 
and  six  children  from  15  years  of  age  downwards.  The  locality 
also  was  densely  inhabited,  but  revaccination  being  carried  out 
where  required  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  and  every  other 
practicable  precaution  rigidly  enforced — the  case  remained  a 
solitary  one,  and  there  was  not  any  spread  of  infection 

In  January  and  in  May  a few  cases  of  measles  were  notified  at 
Englefield  Green  and  at  Clewer  respectively,  but  it  was  not  till 
the  late  autumn  that  there  were  any  considerable  outbreaks  of 
the  complaint.  At  the  end  of  October  it  was  necessary  to  close 
the  Thorpe  infant  school,  and  in  December  the  Sunninghill 
schools  were  also  closed  on  account  of  its  general  diffusion  in 
those  neighbourhoods.  The  attacks  were  mostly  mild  in  type, 
and  three  deaths  only  resulted  from  them. 

Scarlet  fever  has  been  reported  about  14  times,  and  it 
occasioned  four  deaths  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  the  latest 
attack  notified  being  at  the  commencement  of  June.  With  the 
exception  of  a limited  outbreak  at  Clewer  in  January,  and  at 
Egham  and  its  immediate  vicinity  from  February  to  April,  there 
was  nothing  approaching  a continuous  series  of  attacks.  Single 
cases  occurred  at  Virginia  Water,  Englefield  Green,  Sunningdale, 
and  Ascot,  but  no  history  of  infection  was  obtainable,  nor  could 
any  connection  be  traced  between  them,  and  in  two  instances  only 
were  there  any  marked  insanitary  conditions  noted  as  existing 
where  the  attacks  occurred.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close 
the  schools,  but  school  attendance  was  temporarily  stopped  from 
infected  houses  and  their  immediate  neighbourhood. 
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Thirty  attacks  of  diphtheria  came  to  my  knowledge  during 
the  year,  and  lo  of  them  proved  fatal  to  children,  mostly  under 
two  years  of  age.  They  occurred  in  widely  separated  places 
throughout  the  district  and  in  groups  of  a few  cases,  with  con- 
siderable intervals  between  them.  Of  the  23  families  invaded, 
seven  lived  in  Clewer,  four  in  Dedworth,  five  at  and  near  Engle- 
field  Green,  five  at  Egham,  and  two  at  Old  Windsor. 

In  the  accompanying  table  the  cases  notified  have  been 
arranged  according  to  the  localities  where  they  occurred,  and  it 
will  be  noted  that  in  the  majority  of  instances  there  was  only 
one  person  in  a family  attacked,  although  in  the  smaller  cottages 
most  of  their  members  must  necessarily  have  been  more  or  less 
exposed  to  the  infection  of  the  disease.  The  earliest  reported,  at 
the  middle  of  February,  were  in  Gardner’s  Cottages,  Clewer — a 
block  of  comparatively  well-built  tenements,  but  having  ash  pits 
near  the  “ tube  ” well,  together  with  direct  communication  of 
the  sink  wastes  with  the  closets.  No  history  of  infection  from  a 
preceding  case  could  be  obtained  as  regards  the  earlier  of  the  two 
attacks  which  occurred  in  the  house.  The  same  remark  applies 
to  almost  all  the  “ first  ” cases  in  each  locality  throughout  the 
entire  year,  and  I should  add  that  I failed  to  obtain  evidence  to 
connect  any  of  the  attacks  either  with  the  diseases  of  animals, 
with  an  infected  milk  supply,  or  with  direct  infection  through 
school  attendance  at  either  of  the  five  schools  concerned.  There 
were  two  cases  in  other  parts  of  Clewer  a few  weeks  later  on, 
and  in  one  of  these  houses  also,  the  sink  waste  was  found  to  be 
directly  connected  with  a foul  drain.  No  further  attacks  were 
reported  in  the  parish  till  December,  when  there  were  two  in 
another  house  at  Gardener’s  Cottages,  and  two  in  Wellington- 
terrace  and  Jutland-lane — the  last  a very  insanitary  locality. 
The  only  death  was  that  of  the  earliest  case  (in  February) — a 
child  two  years  old.  At  Bishopsgate  a single  fatal  attack  was 
notified  early  in  April,  but  there  were  not  any  others  in  the 
locality.  The  next  in  succession,  after  an  interval  of  nearly  two 
months,  were  three  fatal  cases  in  Grange-road  and  Hummer-lane, 
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A death  registered  in  the  Egham  Sub-district  of  a child  who  died  of  the  disease  at  Early  Wood,  Ascot  (which  is  in  the  Easthampstead 
Rural  District),  is  also  included  in  the  return  of  Vital  Statistics  in  Table  IV  A 6-  B. 

In  this  Table  cases  marked  * occurred  in  the  same  house  in  the  respective  places.  The  case  marked  + was  certified  as  caused  by  Diphtheritic  Croup. 
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Egham — low  lying  and  damp  localities,  with  the  roads  in  a bad 
state  (not  having  been  made  up).  The  general  sanitary  arrange- 
ments were  also  defective,  one  well  was  condemned  by  me  after 
analysis  of  a sample  of  the  water.  A service  from  the  Water 
Company’s  mains  was  laid  on  after  proceedings  had  been  taken 
against  the  owner.  At  another  house,  the  sink  waste  went  direct 
to  a closet  having  an  unventilated  cesspit.  This  also  has  since 
been  set  right.  No  other  cases  occurred  in  Egham  till  December 
when  two  were  notified,  and  one  proved  fatal,  the  cause  of  death 
being  certified  as  “diphtheritic  croup.”  At  one  of  these  cottages 
also  there  was  the  same  faulty  connection  of  the  sink  waste  and 
the  drain,  causing  an  offensive  smell ; and  the  water  supply  was 
not  good.  At  Abbey  Cottages,  Old  Windsor,  there  was  a fatal 
case  in  July — the  premises  were  in  a foul  state,  although  pail 
closets  were  in  use  and  there  was  a “ tube  ” well.  There  were 
two  more  attacks  in  August  and  October,  but  the  children 
recovered.  In  this  and  the  following  month  cases  occurred  in 
five  houses  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Englefield  Green,  one  of 
which  had  a fatal  termination.  The  first  of  them  was  that  of  a 
coachman’s  son  living  in  rooms  over  the  stable  attached  to  his 
employer’s  isolated  villa  residence.  There  was  no  special  sanitary 
fault,  nor  had  there  been  any  ill-health  among  the  animals.  The 
child  died,  a second  attack  in  the  same  family  ended  favourably. 
There  was  also  a case  in  another  isolated  locality,  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  the  cottage  being  excellent.  All  these  children 
went  to  Englefield  Green  schools  up  to  the  date  of  their  illness, 
as  did  four  of  the  five  who  were  attacked  in  this  neighbourhood  ; 
but  as  the  schools  are  very  largely  attended,  and  their  sanitary 
arrangements  are  not  only  good  but  carefully  looked  to,  I was 
not  able  to  connect  these  illnesses  specially  with  school  atten- 
dance, as  the  locality  is  a populous  one  and  the  majority  of  the 
gardens  in  rear  of  the  cottages  not  being  separated  from  each 
other,  it  is  almost  impracticable  to  keep  the  children  from  mix- 
ing together  when  at  home.  In  November  and  December  four 
attacks  (the  first  two  of  them  fatal)  Were  notified  at  Dedworth — » 
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a low  lying,  damp,  and  very  insanitary  locality.  Both  the  deaths 
were  of  infants  only  a few  months  old,  and  their  cottages  were 
very  close  to  a foul  ditch.  The  other  cases  occurred  in  a row  of 
newly-built  tenements,  but  the  children  had  been  in  communi- 
cation with  those  of  the  family  where  the  first  attack  occurred. 

Three  deaths  were  occasioned  by  simple  inflammatory  croup. 

There  was  also  some  amount  of  whooping  cough  during  the 
spring  and  summer  months  in  the  Egham  sub-district,  and  1 1 
deaths  were  referred  to  it. 

Two  deaths  resulted  from  attacks  of  enteric  fever,  one  of  them 
at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Egham,  and  the  other  at  Ascot.  These 
were  the  only  cases  that  came  to  my  knowledge. 

Diarrhoea  did  not  prevail  to  any  serious  extent  throughout 
the  year,  and  four  of  the  five  deaths  due  to  it  were  of  infants  less 
than  six  months  old. 

The  births  registered  in  1887  were  604  in  number  (M.  312, 
F.  292),  being  70  fewer  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  regis- 
tered deaths  were  335,  of  which  61  occurred  in  public  institu- 
tions, 34  of  them  being  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district, 
viz:  the  18  who  died  in  the  Holloway  Sanatorium  at  Virginia 
Water,  9 out  of  1 1 deaths  in  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  i at  the 
House  of  Mercy,  and  6 out  of  28  occurring  in  the  Union  House. 
One  death  in  Moulsford  Lunatic  Asylum  of  a former  resident 
has  to  be  added,  making  the  corrected  number  302  (M.  16 1, 
F.  141) — see  Table  IV  B.  The  population  being  estimated  at 
22,766,  the  rates  per  1,000  for  the  year  are  births  26’$,  deaths 
I3"3,  both  being  below  the  corresponding  mean  rates  of  the 
combined  districts — see  Table  V.  The  corrected  deaths  were 
exactly  50  % of  the  births,  to  which  the  mortality  occurring 
among  children  less  than  a year  old  was  at  the  low  rate  of  9*3^, 
although  a quarter  of  it  was  among  feeble  infants  who  survived 
birth  less  than  a month. 

In  Table  V the  percentage  of  total  deaths  at  various  groups  of 
ages  is  shewn,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  as  in  former  years  there 
is  an  excess  of  deaths  at  the  younger  ages,  while  on  the  other 


hand  less  than  30  % of  the  whole  mortality  was  among  persons 
above  60  years  of  age.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  age  distri- 
bution of  the  population  of,  rather  than  to  any  special  incidence 
of  diseases  affecting  the  aged. 

The  deaths  resulting  from  zymotic  diseases  were  39  in  number 
(less  one  which  occurred  outside  the  district,  and  was  registered 
in  error).  They  were  12*9  % of  those  from  all  causes,  and  at 
the  rate  of  17  per  1,000  of  the  population — see  Table  VI.  Nearly 
all  of  them  have  already  been  referred  to. 

Consumption  occasioned  36  deaths  (after  correction  for  those 
of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district  who  died  in  St.  Andrew’s 
Hospital,.  The  death  rate  in  this  class  was  1*6  per  1,000,  and 
equivalent  to  11*9  of  the  total  mortality. 

Lung  inflammations  were  fatal  to  50  persons,  of  whom  23 
were  children  less  than  five  years  old.  They  accounted  for 
1 6*5  % of  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  and  were  at  the  rate  of 
2’ 2 per  1,000. 

There  were  40  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  from 
wasting  and  convulsive  diseases,  amounting  to  I2’6  % of  the 
whole,  and  being  at  the  low  rate  of  17  per  1,000,  or  0*5  below 
the  “ mean  ” rate  for  the  year. 

Seven  inquests  were  held,  being  but  half  the  number  of  1887. 
Four  of  them  were  on  deaths  from  suffocation,  or  accidental 
violence,  and  the  rest  from  unstated  “ natural  causes.” 
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TABLE  I. 


J In  the  columns  marked  thus  (J)  the  deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  the  Public  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  in  Union  Houses  are  distributed  in  the  respective  Districts  according 
to  previous  residence ; those  of  persons  mot  belonging  to  any  of  them  being  altogether  excluded  from  calculation. 


i 

1 SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

Census  1881. 

Corrected  Popula- 

tion of  Sanitary 

1 Districts  estimated 

1 to  middle  of  1888  J 

Births 

Registered 

r888. 

Corrected 

Deaths, 

1888.  t 

Corrected  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  living. 

1874.1 

18754 

1876.  t 

18774 

1878.1 

1879- 1 

1880.  I 

i88i.  1 

1882.  t 

1883.1 

1884.  t 

00 

00 

1886 1 

1887  + 

1888  J 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

2,516 

11,218 

288 

184 

197 

24-2 

167 

I9’6 

197 

16-5 

i6-8 

16-5 

17-4 

i6’i 

15-2 

I9'6 

i6'5 

170 

16-4 

„ URBAN  

2,176 

10,607 

284 

210 

1 8-8 

19-0 

i8'2 

19-4 

22-1 

i8-3 

20-6 

17-0 

17-9 

19-5 

167 

17-5 

i8-5 

15-8 

19-8 

I HUNGERFORD  RURAL  ... 

4.054 

16,670 

494 

247 

15-4 

ig-2 

i6-i 

165 

177 

i7'6 

i6-6 

i6-o 

170 

18-3 

190 

177 

180 

I9'2 

14-8 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

2,884 

13.500 

361 

187 

If  9 

19-9 

167 

I7'2 

183 

i8-8 

1 6-6 

i6-2 

161 

16.4 

181 

I4'5 

i5'5 

147 

13-8 

„ URBAN  

1.455 

5.658 

149 

125 

2f2 

22-2 

21-4 

23-2 

22-1 

22-1 

17-8 

15-4 

16-4 

17-5 

205 

17-4 

19-2 

17-5 

221 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  ... 

2,467 

11,145 

305 

151 

i7'8 

19-5 

1 6-0 

15-8 

170 

20-6 

18-4 

147 

15-5 

i6-6 

181 

i6-8 

17-9 

205 

13-5 

„ URBAN  ... 

560 

2,558 

7‘ 

60 

187 

20-6 

i6'5 

t6o 

22-3 

21-4 

17,2 

157 

24-9 

137 

217 

15-3 

21-9 

25-3 

235 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

3,608 

*17.384 

493 

227 

i6'5 

17-8 

157 

16-3 

15-8 

i8-o 

17-8 

15-2 

13-8 

i8-i 

15-2 

i6’2 

160 

15-6 

131 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

1,848 

8,806 

00 

124 

i6'2 

i8'9 

151 

1 6-2 

i7'3 

18I 

15-1 

12-2 

14-9 

14-1 

181 

200 

I5'2 

15-9 

14' I 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  ... 

1,549 

+10,646 

280 

158 

127 

20 '8 

14-8 

17-2 

15-5 

17-5 

i4'o 

127 

19-3 

17-0 

I3’2 

i8-3 

i6-2 

i6-2 

14-8 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL. 

2,255 

13-715 

338 

171 

Ifl 

14-9 

I0'6 

12  7 

14-3 

13-3 

147 

12-8 

15-5 

14-4 

12-2 

14-3 

I2'3 

I2I 

12-5 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

3.675 

22,766 

604 

302 

14-5 

1 8-0 

i8-8 

i6-i 

17-5 

14-8 

17-2 

14-3 

I4’8 

16-3 

14-3 

I4'2 

i6'2 

12-3 

i3'3 

(COMBINKD  TOTAT 

DISTRICTS.)  ... 

29.047 

144,673 

3,954 

2,146 

Sj  1 

(3  1 

I9'6 

16-3 

167 

177 

17-5 

16-9 

14-9 

1 6-0 

i6-8 

16-3 

16-5 

16-4 

15-8 

14-8 

* In  this  estimate  a deduction  of  1852  persons  has  been  made  as  representing  the  population  of  that  part  of  Tilehurst  now  included  in  the  Borough  of  Reading. 

•j-  This  estimate  is  based  on  the  returns  of  a special  Census  made  in  June,  1888. 
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TABLE  I. 

I In  the  columns  marked  thus  (J)  the  deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  the  Public  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  in  Union  Houses  are  distributed  in  the  respective  Districts  according 
to  previous  residence ; those  of  persons 'not  belonging  to  any  of  them  being  altogether  excluded  from  calculation. 


1 

1 SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Inhabited  Houses. 
Census  1881. 

Corrected  Popula- 
tion of  Sanitary 
Districts  estimated 

to  middle  of  1888  J 

Births 

Registered 

1888. 

Corrected 

Deaths, 

1888. J 

Corrected  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  living. 

- - . . ■ - 

00 

1875-1 

1876.  J 

1877-1 

1878.1 

1879- 1 

1880.  J 

1881.  J 

1882. 1 

1883.: 

1884.  t 

1885.+ 

1886 1 

1887  i 

18883; 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

2,516 

11,218 

288 

184 

19-7 

24-2 

167 

19-6 

197 

16-S 

i6-8 

i6-s 

17-4 

16-1 

15-2 

19-6 

16-5 

170 

16-4 

„ URBAN  

2,176 

10,607 

284 

210 

i8-8 

19-0 

1 8-2 

19-4 

22-1 

i8-3 

20-6 

17-0 

17-9 

19-5 

16-7 

17-5 

i8-5 

15-8 

19-8 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  ... 

4.054 

16,670 

494 

247 

15-4 

19-2 

i6-i 

16-5 

17-7 

17-6 

i6'6 

16-0 

17-0 

18-3 

190 

177 

180 

19-2 

14-8 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

2,884 

13.500 

361 

187 

i7'9 

19-9 

16-7 

I7'2 

18-3 

18-8 

1 6-6 

16-2 

16-1 

16.4 

181 

14-5 

15-5 

147 

13-8 

„ URBAN  

I.45S 

5.658 

149 

125 

21'2 

22-2 

21-4 

23-2 

22-1 

22-1 

17-8 

154 

16-4 

17-5 

205 

17-4 

I9'2 

17-5 

221 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  ... 

2,467 

II.145 

305 

151 

17-8 

19-5 

1 6-0 

15-8 

170 

20-6 

18-4 

14-7 

15-5 

16-6 

181 

i6-8 

17-9 

205 

13-5 

„ URBAN  ... 

560 

2.558 

7* 

60 

18-7 

20-6 

16-5 

i6o 

22-3 

21*4 

17-2 

15-7 

24-9 

137 

217 

15-3 

21-9 

25-3 

235 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

3,608 

♦17.384 

493 

227 

i6'5 

17-8 

15-7 

1 63 

15-8 

1 8-0 

17-8 

15-2 

13-8 

18-1 

15-2 

16-2 

1 6-0 

15-6 

131 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

1)84^ 

8,806 

287 

124 

i6'2 

18-9 

15-1 

i6'2 

17-3 

18- 1 

151 

12-2 

14-9 

14- 1 

i8-i 

200 

15-2 

15-9 

141 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  ... 

L549 

1 1 0,646 

280 

158 

I2'7 

20-8 

14-8 

17-2 

15-5 

17-5 

14-0 

12-7 

19-3 

17-0 

13-2 

18-3 

162 

16-2 

14-8 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL. 

2.255 

13,715 

338 

171 

II'I 

14-9 

10-6 

12-7 

14-3 

13-3 

14-7 

12-8 

i5'5 

14-4 

I2'2 

14-3 

12-3 

121 

12-5 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

3.675 

22,766 

604 

302 

14-5 

1 8-0 

i8-8 

16- 1 

17-5 

14-8 

17-2 

14-3 

14-8 

16-3 

14-3 

14-2 

i6-2 

12-3 

13-3 

(COMBINED  T^n'TAT 

DISTRICTS.) 

29,047 

144,673 

3,954 

2,146 

Mean 

Rates*' 

19-6 

16-3 

16-7 

17-7 

17-5 

16-9 

14-9 

16-0 

16-8 

16-3 

i6'5 

16-4 

15-8 

I4’8 

* In  this  estimate  a deduction  of  1852  persons  has  been  made  as  representing  the  population  of  that  part  of  Tilehurst  now  included  in  the  Borough  of  Reading. 

I This  estimate  is  based  on  the  returns  of  a special  Census  made  in  June,  1888. 
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TABLE  in. 

Returns,  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  of  Sanitary  Works  carried  out  in  the  Year  1888. 


Newbury 

Rural 

Newbury 

Urban 

Hunger- 

Abing- 

Abing- 

Walling- 

Walling- 

B rad  field  Bradfiel  d 

Cook- 

Maiden- 

East- 

1 

Name  of  District 

ford 

Rural 

don 

Rural 

don 

Urban 

ford 

Rural 

ford 

Urban 

Rural 

District. 

Rural 

District. 

ham 

Rural 

head 

Urban 

iampstd. 

Rural 

Windsor 

Rural 

District. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

No.  I. 

No.  2. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

W 

(A 

O 

U 

0 

2 

CA 

V 

Total. 

Name  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances 

U 

P 

u 

<D 

bL 

wT 

V 

c/3 

§ 

0 

6 

A 

0 

u 

El 

m 

pi 

Ford. 

Millin. 

Nash. 

c 

0 

« 

u 

w 

d 

CO 

CO 

d 

I.  No.  of  Premises  visited  

I2II 

828 

2240 

1309 

106 

514 

289 

445 

300 

39 

98 

1235 

582  1 

9196 

2.  „ Inspections  for  Sanitary  Survey 



...... 

224 

212 

56 

19 

32 

34  1 

577 

3.  „ Complaints  to  Sanitary  Authority  ... 

6 

7 

10 

28 

13 

I 

65 

4.  „ Nuisances  reported  

153 

61 

322 

324 

4 

93 

56 

196 

157 

41 

192 

250 

1849 

5.  „ Formal  Notices  served  

14 

20 

210 

324 

4 

6 

39 

8 

I 

23 

97 

16 

662 

6.  „ Summonses  heard  before  Justices  ... 

I 

2 

I 

3 

13 

2 

22 

7.  Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 

145 

61 

216 

304 

4 

92 

56 

153 

152 

17 

79 

170 

124 

1573 

8. 

As  to  Privies  

48 

15 

87 

119 

12 

30 

29 

40 

5 

13 

37 

56 

481 

9-  ^ 

,,  Drains  

5 

8 

60 

32 

34 

5 

54 

16 

I 

17 

40 

17 

289 

1 

,,  Pigs  or  other  animals 

14 

6 

30 

38 

I 

4 

2 

29 

18 

4 

10 

6 

10 

172 

II.  S 

,,  Cow-,  Slaughter-,  & Bake-houses 

7 

5 

31 

3 

7 

3 

4 

60 

.2.  s 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ... 

II 

3 

6 

22 

47 

9 

8 

11 

IS 

II 

143 

l/I  * 

'3-  1 

,,  Foul,  dilapidated,  and  over- 1 
crowded  houses  j 

24 

3 

45 

22 

8 

...... 

42 

25 

10 

3 

30 

6 

218 

U-t 

14.  0 

,,  Houses  closed  as  unfit  fori 
habitation  J 

2 

5 

2 

3 

I 

i 

I 

9 

S 

29 

IS-  ^ 

„ Polluted  ditches,  streams,  dr'c 

12 

5 

6 

19 

3 

4 

12 

IS 

6 

2 

52 

II 

147 

16. 

„ Other  nuisances  

25 

16 

65 

36 

13 

37 

14 

17 

14 

237 

17.  No.  of  premises  disinfected  on  account  1 

23 

24 

*1 

II 

7 

2 

13 

26 

14 

134 

of  infectious  diseases / 

6 

0 

19 

71 

1 8,  „ 

Samples  of  water  sent  to  M.O.H. 

9 

5 

5 

9 

3 

4 

1 

2 

I 

6 

7 

1 9-  » 

Earth  or  dry  closets  provided  .. 

35 

..... 

6 

4 

3 

10 

10 

22 

4 

94 

20.  „ 

Water  supply  provided,  wells  sunlt 

10 

2 

7 

9 

3 

9 

I 

4 

39 

II 

95 

21.  „ 

Cow-houses,  Dairies,  &c.  Registerec 

6 

7 

3 

73 

16 

18 

17 

140 

22.  Other  Sanitary  Works  

1 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS, 


1888 


TABLE  IV.  “A” 

TABLE  OF  ^DEATHS  reg^s^tereddu^  the  Year  1888,  in  the  Combined  Rural  and  Urban  Sanitary  Districts  of  Berkshire,  classified  according 

S'Hd  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  Year. 


T( 

Popu 

AT  A1 

3TAL 
LATION 
LL  AGES. 

Total  Registered. 
Mortality  from  all  causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing 

Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

Estimated  to 
middle  of  1888. 

, 

Contind 

Fevers. 

& 

0 

> 

c 

0 

a 

3 

V 

a 

P- 

u 

(3 

0 

M 

*(Unde 
5 years 

Names  of 

Sanitary  Districts. 

Area 

in 

Acres. 

Census 

1881. 

Registered  Births. 

At  all  ages. 

^ Under  i year. 

I and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  60. 

60  and  upwards. 

Small  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

‘C 

0) 

1 

5 

0 

a 

(A 

Oj 

& 

t/5 

4-1 

0 

£ 

Cl 

4 0 

0 

Whooping  Cough. 

3 

a 

>• 

H 

Enteric  or  Typhoid. 

Other  or  doubtful. 

a 

<D 

> 

Q 

qS 

cS 

8 

'S 

d 

s 

Cholera. 

Rheumatic  Fever. 

ir. 

d 

.& 

& 

c 

Ph 

OJ 

> 

2 

4) 

e 

CiH 

H 1) 

w 

< 

Cancer. 

Phthisis. 

Heart  Disease. 

T 

.E 

*5 

(A 

v 

in 

a 

(D 

in 

s 

.s 

1 ^ 

Convulsive  Diseases. 

All  other  Diseases. 

/No.  of\  1 

VColumn/ 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

n 

>if 

.17 

'18 

1£ 

I2C 

21 

25 

!2£ 

124 

2£ 

.2f 

527 

^28 

^28i 

29 

30 

31 

32 

'^32 

3 32< 

33 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

10554 

11183 

11085 

145 

143 

79 

82 

Under  5 

2 

I 

I C 

I] 

A 

OQQ 

>1 

30 

IS 

6 

7 

29 

74 

7 

8 

I-  •• 

DO 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

2403 

10143 

10737 

142 

142 

116 

109 

50 

IS 

14 

96 

Under  5 

2 

4 

I 

I 

17 

25 

13 

2 

0 

84 

OOK 

6 

44 

5 upwds. 

I 

I 

IS 

18 

26 

16 

74 

a 

4; 

ij 

6 

A 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  ... 

98287 

17795 

16670 

226 

268 

1 14 

131 

45 

13 

56 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

1 

5 

12 

I 

15 

IS 

8 

4 

94 

OA 

5 

12 

7 

112 

2 

I 

I 

7 

13 

36 

87 

0 

0 

ABINGDON  RURAL 

54815 

13631 

13586 

187 

174 

98 

1 

98 

37 

16 

8 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

1 

2 

I 

I 

I 

10 

23 

10 

4 

3 

31 

— 

9 

52 

74 

16 

68 

4 

ABINGDON  URBAN 

345 

5676 

5588 

72 

77 

51 

1 

64 

16 

Under  5 

S upwds. 

5 

1 

I 

II 

20 

5 

R 

19 

11 

27 

3 

3 

23 

43 

I 

I 

I 

12 

T-J 

•2 

1 

37 

XJ 

Lc 

> 

0 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  ... 

40456 

11690 

11449 

145 

160 

99 

1 

75 

27 

8 

66 

Under  5 

1 

2 

8 

7 

13 

4 

3( 

)5 

‘X'^A 

4 

10 

59 

5 upwds. 

T 

I 

I 

7 

26 

18 

19 

c 

60 

404 

2803 

2517 

31 

40 

42 

35 

Under  5 

S upwds. 

3 

5 

6 

I 

6 

3 

1 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  ... 

7 

1 

— 

10 

9 

3 

3 

19 

33 

2 

I 

I 

A 

4 

8 

I 

31 

63166 

17972 

tl7384 

262 

231 

106 

1 

”5 

38 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

I 

2 

1 

12 

23 

12 

3 

BRADFIELD  RURA.L 

493 

221 

IS 

10 

7 

5° 

lOI 

... 

2 

... 

1 

... 

I 

... 

2 

2 

13 

16 

27 

23 

3 

... 

78 

26933 

8715 

8725 

138 

149 

58 

1 

48 

27 

Under  5 

2 

I 

I 

I . 

... 

9 

15 

3 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

h 

2£ 

17 

1 

n 

5 

3 

5 

31 

35 

0 

5 

7 

Q 

16 

A 

30 

X 

u 

0 

8219 

{10646 

147 

133 

92 

1 

81 

Under  5 

8 

2 

4 

6 

16 

7 

6 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN 

2560 

28 

0 

29 

20 

12 

3 

43 

66 

S upwds. 

6 

0 

3 

T 

10 

IQ 

16 

20 

2 

43 

160 

178 

lOI 

85 

Under  5 

f. 

I 

II 

15 

0 

3 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  . 

25176 

12664 

14143 

34 

i8 

14 

16 

48 

56 

338 

1Q£> 

5 upwds. 

5- 

I 

7 

24 

16 

18 

5 

47 

6 

312 

292 

182 

I S3 

Under  5 

T 

6 

0 

I 

I . 

23 

21 

17 

4 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

20152 

19517 

22845 

57 

34 

23 

95 

604 

335 

lo 

lOo 

5 upwds. 

2 

3 

5 

I . 

2 

I 

2 

1 - 

18 

41 

29 

45 



2 

... 

... 

92 

TOTAL 2 

174249  1 

39998  1 

1967 

1987 

1138 

1076 

in: 

L83] 

L06: 

Under  S 

7 

3^ 

!2 

8^ 

to- 

1- 

-] 

LI 

..  . 

2 

1- 

31 

39 

2] 

1981 

18 

39 

.±00/0  ~ 

3954 

2214 

toi. 

569! 

944 

5 upwds. 

5 

75 

!5 

5 

L6- 

9 

L8 

7 

3 

5 

-1 

062 

022 

392 

35 

38 

-8 

00 

* Columns  32B  and  32c. — “ Wasting  Diseases  ” (under  5 years)  include : — Scrofula,  Rickets,  Tabes,  Marasmus,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Premature  Birth  and  Malformations. 

“ Convulsive  Diseases  ” include  : — Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  Laryngismus,  and  Teething.  r,  f r 

t In  this  estimate  a deduction  of  1852  persons  has  been  made  as  representing  the  population  of  that  part  of  Tilehurst  now  included  in  the  Borough  ot  Keading. 

J This  estimate  is  based  on  the  returns  of  a special  Census  made  in  June,  1888. 
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Deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  Union  Houses,  and  in  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  are  distributed  in  the  respective  Sanitary  Districts 

according  to  previous  residence.  See  Note  Table  I, 

In  this  estimate  a deduction  of  1852  persons  has  been  made  as  representing  the  population  of  that  part  of  Tilehurst  now  included  in  the  Borough  of  Reading. 

f This  estimate  is  based  on  the  returns  of  a special  Census  made  in  June,  1888. 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1888. 

TABLE  VI. 
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Wasting  & 

Convulsive 

Dis.under5 
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Ncib  N t^b  foioin^Tj-Tj-c^ 

CO  oa  0 tH  iO  . . 00  C<1  !>. -<ti  . . . 
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Including  small  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  fand  croup),  whooping  cough,  fever  (typhus,  typhoid  and  other 
continued),  dian-hoea  (and  dysentery).  (For  list  of  Wasting  and  Convulsive  Diseases,  see  foot-note  Table  IV.) 
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